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MR. RYLAND's LETTER TO MR. ADAMS, 
| AT 


NORTHAMPTON, 


MR. ADAMS, + | | 
8 we ſincerely wiſh to meet you in the 
kingdom of heaven, even if we ſhould 

never more meet in fellowſhip together on earth, 
we earneſtly entreat you to attend ſeriouſly and im- 
partially to the conſiderations we ſhall now lay be- 
fore you. We will frankly avow the principles of 
our conduct towards you. Do, Sir, examine if it 
may not poſſibly be found that you have given us 
ſufficient cauſe to cenſure your ſpirit and behaviour, 
and that your conduct has obliged us to proceed 

- againſt you contrary to our real inclinations, 

As you profeſs, in general terms, to acknowledge 
that no man is infallible, that all men are. totally 
depraved by nature, and that the beſt of men are 
very imperfect; you, conſequently, cannot deny, 
that you yourſelf are liable to miſtake; to act in 4 
wrong ſpirit; to ſin againſt God and man; and that 
you may be ſeduced by the artifices of Satan, and 
the deceitfulneſs of your own heart, into things that 
are really evil. Do, therefore, we beſeech you, eõ14x 

A2 ' | amine 


* 


— 


* 
2 N 8 . 
o | OI «I, — r LON . . 
r n ; : —. 
bu * r — E - NE A c EC 5” — 


4 MR. RYLAND'S LETTER TO MR. ADAMS, 


amine yourſelf rigorouſly reſpecting thoſe particu- 
lars in which your een think you are much to 
blame. : 
But, before we point out thoſe particulars, we 
wiſh you to reflect ſeriouſly upon the nature of your 
paſt connection with us, as preparatory to an en- 
quiry into the duties of that relation. We are, 
you know, a voluntary ſociety: you were not born 
in communion with us, nor forced into it by others; 
but it was entirely your own act and deed, when, by 
mutual conſent, you became a fellow member with 
us. At the ſame time we profeſs to be a religious 
ſociety, formed, according to the beſt of our judg- 
ment, upon the model of the Primitive Churches, as 
"deſcribed in the New Teſtament. We are aſſo- 
ciated for ſpiritual purpoſes, in obedience to the 
laws of Chriſt, with a view to the glory of our di- 
vine Lord, and to our own ſpiritual benefit. We 
are profeſſedly ſeparate from the world; united in 
hearty love to each other; and have ſolemnly co- 


venanted to walk together ein the profeſſion of all 


«© Goſpel doctrines, in an attendance on all Goſpel 
«ordinances, and in the practice and diſcharge of 
* all relative duties; endeavouring to keep the 
te unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.“ To 
this covenant you aſſented, by lifting up your hand 
towards Heaven, and by ed ſubſcribing 
oo name. | 
* conſider mutual love as he very bond and 

_=_ A eſſence 
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eſſence of all church fellowſhip. We conceive the 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper as deſigned, not 
only to commemorate the dying love of Chriſt, but 
| alſo to cement our love to each other. As, we ſup- 
poſe, it would be a prophanation of that ordinance 
to approach the table without an habirual ſenſe of 
the greatneſs of Chriſt's love, and a correſpondent 
attachment to him; ſo we conſider it as very finful 
to attend together on that ſacred inſtitution, with= 
out fincere and ſpecial love to each other. We 
conceive that, when we ſurround the table of the 
Lord, our actions (which ſhould ſpeak louder than 
words) declare, in the moſt folemn manner, We 
cc are all brethren, children of the ſame Father, 
ce ho have a peculiar affection for each other, and 
« have bound ourſelves to ſeek each other's wel- 
«© fare. Yea, we are fellow members of one body, 
ce of which Chriſt is the Head; and if one member 
ce be injured, all the reſt ſuffer with it. If, there- 
fore, any ſchiſm be made in ſuch a body; if a ſpirit 
of diſaffection be indulged, and eſpecially if it be 
openly diſcovered, and carried to ſuch an height 
that the world around may perceive an evident an- 
tipathy has taken place; CHRIST is hereby diſho- 
noured; and it were far better to have no gathered 
church at all, than one whoſe members were al- 
lowed to act in evident contradiction to the moſt: 
ſolema profeſſion of unity that can be made. 
Moreover, we account it one ſpecial. privilege 
5 enjoyed 
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enjoyed by congregational chonghey, that every 
church has a right to chuſe their own Paſtor, as 
well as other officers and members. In that caſe, 


"indeed, as in all others, the minority muſt ſubmit 


to the majority, or no voluntary ſociety can long 
ſubſiſt. If the perſon choſen by the general voice 


is ſo diſagreeable to any individuals, that they can- 


not acquieſce in the choice, they muſt apply for a 
diſmiſſion, and peaceably remove their communion 


to another ſociety. But when our preſent Paſtor 


was choſen, no apparent oppoſition was made to 
the choice by any individual; and we had had the 


trial of his miniſtry for ten years before his election 


to that office. You appeared at the time to unite 


in our unanimous choice: nor do we know of any 


alteration of his ſentiments that has taken place 


| fince that time. He then avowed expreſsly his 


opinion on that ſingle queſtion, on which he had 


once thought differently, at his firſt beginning to 
preach: a queſtion which you had then never heard 


debated, nor did you know avy thing of it for a 
conſiderable time afterwards; nor have we any room 


to believe you have impartially examined it to this 


day, though you have been diſpoſed to make a 
great handle of his altering his ideas concerning it. 
We cannot pretend to trace back your diſaffeftion 
to it's firſt riſe; but we ſincerely wiſh you would 
endeavour to do ſo yourſelf. And though /ome 


cog we ſhall mention are conjeFural, and not 
what 
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what we can undertake to provez yet, as we ſhall 
only mean by them to aſſiſt your own conſcience in 
the work of ſelf-examination, and do not aſſign 
them as the ground of our church cenſure, we hope 
you will keep in mind this diſtinction. 
We have now ground to believe that your preju- 
dice began long before it was firft ſuſpected by the 
Miniſter, or the generality of the people. And as 
we are ſure that our Miniſter has ever been far 
from oppoſing or from omitting the _ peculiar doc- 
trines of Grace; we are greatly of opinion that it 
was owing, not to his leaving out certain truths to 
which you profeſs an attachment, but to his bringing 
in other truths of importance, which you did not 
wiſh to be inſiſted upon. | 
When we conſider how little you have attended 
our private meetings for prayer and religious con- 
verſation, for ſeveral years back, with certain other 
circumſtances, we cannot but fear that a worldly 
ſpirit has increaſed upon you; and that you have 
wanted more unguarded comfort to, be adminiſtered, 
and leſs duty to be inſiſted upon; and, therefore, 
we fear that you have indulged a growing diſlike to 
our Miniſter and to his brethren, becauſe they have 
ſo much expoſed worldly-mindedneſs, and other ſins 


incident to profeſſors, and have inſiſted ſo much 


upon the obligations of believers to uniyerſal holi- 


neſs. | | | 
A4 e , 
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For a time this prejudice was indulged more ſe- 
eretly, becauſe you knew not how to juſtify it. Till 
a few years ago, when a neighbouring Miniſter pub- 
liſhed a treatiſe on The Duty of Sinners reſpecting 
Faith in Chriſt, you found that he and your own 
Miniſter, with ſome others, had once thought dif- 
ferently on that ſubject; and that they now con- 
ſidered the duty of the unconverted as extending 
Farther than they once conceived. We can ſcarcely 
doubt that it was on his occaſion that you wrote 
your Lamentation, in which you throw out many 
ſlanderous charges againſt them, as if they had re- 
nounced the great doctrines of Grace, which we, 
and their other hearers, can teſtify that they maine 
tain as ſtrenuouſly as ever. 

A more favourable opportunity offering, you 


85 publiſhed theſe accuſations, which all the country 


underſtood as deſigned againſt the Miniſters of our 
aſſociation, and which were juſtly and almoſt uni- 
verſally conſidered as glaring falſhoods, printed by a 
member of the church in College Lane. | 
On this head our Paſtor long ago expoſtulated 
with you by letter; and afterwards readily agreed 
to the propoſal you made, by one of our deacons, 
to meet you, and converſe in a free and friendly 

manner upon this ſubject, before ſome other Mi- 
niſter of your own chuſing ; but from that pro- 
poſal you preſently flew back. It was conſequently 


wholly your own fault, if at that time, things were 
only 
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only patched up, as you lately aſferted. However, 
our Miniſter then wrote you word, that he was ſo: 
far ſatisfied with having told you his mind on the 
ſubject in his firſt letter, * as to he willing to let the 
c affair drop, ſo long as you ſhould continue peace- 
« able and friendly” in future. e 

You had ſince then, for above twelve months to- 
gether, a fair opportunity gradually to have recom- 
menced a friendly intercourſe, and the cultivation of | 
mutual affection, with your Miniſter and your bre- 
thren, even without being conſtrained to the 
ſmalleſt acknowledgment. But, inſtead of thus 
filently examining and dropping a complaint which 
you could not make good, you appear to have de- 
termined you would, one way or other, make an 
oppoſition to the Miniſter you ſat under. As you 
could not prove that his thinking differently from 
what he had done, in his early youth, reſpecting the 
duty of the unconverted, was a capital departure from 
the Goſpel, you ſeem eagerly to have embraced a 
NEW notion yourſelf, concerning the duly of Be- 
lievers, viz. That the Law of God is not the rule 
of their conduct: a ſentiment which you never was 
taught in College Lane, but which all the Miniſters 
ve have ever been acquainted with Ro de- 
teſted, 

While you perſiſted in ſhunning a ſocial inter- 
courſe with your fellow members, you continued to 


mzintain an intimate connection with a perſon ex- 
cluded 


1 
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| cluded from this church for his abuſive treatment 

of our Paſtor; and who perſiſts, as you muſt well 
know, in indulging the moſt unchriſtian rancour 
againſt him and us. This man's houſe was firſt 
licenſed; and a Miniſter, famous for ſmiting his 


fellow ſervants with an envenomed tongue, was in- 


vited to come down and preach in it. The li- 
cenſing of the houſe ſufficiently indicated, that it 
was not expected he would be received by the Mi- 
niſters of his own denomination, any more than by 
ours. Nor can it be doubted, conſidering who gave 
him the invitation, but his mind had been previouſly 
; prejudiced by ſlanderous infinnations, that we 
had not the Goſpel preached in the town, or only 
in a very imperfect manner. Mr. Ryland was 
aſked indeed for the pulpit; but the Rev. Mr. Ed- 
_ wards avers that you yourſelf, as well as the perſon 
employed to aſk it, acknowledged that Mr. Ryland 
had good reaſons for not lending him his pulpit. 


Who, indeed, could think otherwiſe ? when this 
Miniſter came down at the ſolicitation of one who, 
had been excluded by us, for his virulent oppoſition ö 
to Mr. Ryland's miniſtry; and he had himſelf, juſt 


before he came down, been writing. againſt Mr, 
Ryland, ſenior, in defence of the pernicious notio1 
that the Law is not the rule of the believer's cot- 


duct. Both the other Miniſters have, in the ſtrongelt 


manner, declared, in oppolition to your falſe aſ- 
ſertion, that they were wholly uninfluenced by Mr. 


\ 
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Ryland, in not admitting him into. their pulpits, 
and ſhould never have been willing to have received 
a man of his ſpirit and principles. 18 

Nevertheleſs, you openly appeared as the prin- 
cipal encourager of this ſtranger; not only attend- 
ing on his preaching all the Lord's day, to the 
neglect of the Lord's Supper, that day adminiſtered 
among us; but receiving and entertaining him, in 
ſuch a manner as no other miniſter was ever enter- 
tained by you, (though the town in general con- 
ſidered him as brought down by way of deſigned 
oppoſition to your own Paſtor) and, throughout 
the whole of his viſit, ſnewing yourſelf as forward 
as poſſible in encouraging him: while Mrs. A. 
openly ſuggeſted, that there was room to dread the 
Divine judgments for not admitting him into the 
pulpit which you allowed Mr. Ryland had good 
reaſons for refuſing. Though you afterwards would 
have pleaded to our officers that you had no hand 
in inviting him, we cannot be induced, by ſuch an 
evaſion, to ſuppoſe your heart was leſs in the affair 
than the perſons that immediately folicited my: com- 
ing down. i 

After his departure, we were bene that! meet-= 
ings of prayer were ſet up at this excommunicated 
perſon's houſe ; which, by your ab/exce from our 
lectures, we had room to /u/pe you attended. We 
vere certainly informed that you had deſired a per- 
ſon to look out for a place, for the occaſional preach- 
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ing of Miniſters, whoſe principles would render then 
wnacceptable at College Lane. It was farther ru- 
moured, that you, or your intimate aſſociates, had 
applied to another Preacher to viſit this town, who 
had lately embraced Mr, H.'s notion concerning 
the Divine Law. And, finally, you had expreſsly 
declared the Miniſter who had already viſiteq 
you, “ had come down, becauſe he knew you were 
« ftaryed out, you had no food.” pits 

Can any impartial perſon be ſurprized that all 
theſe. circumſtances ſhould excite in us a jealouſy, 


that you had no cordial regard to this Church or to 


it's Paſtor ? Could you expect that the love of filthy 
lucre would lead any Miniſter,” who deſerved the 
riame, to connive at your conduct, and ſuffer you 
to ſpread infection, without daring to ſpeak, leſt he | 
ſhould loſe your ſubſcription ?—Our paſtor de- 
clared, that it hurt his conſcience to give the ſo- 
lemn pledge of chriſtian love to one who gave 
ſuch evidence of entire diſaffection. And many of 
us felt the like pain. It ſeemed to us ſhameful 
mockery, to pretend to ſurround the ſacred table as 
dear brethren, when you were known to ſpeak more 
reproachfully of the Miniſter than moſt of the pro- 


phane would do. 
But when we had conſulted together on the ſub- 


ject, all we propoſed to do, was to ſend you a mild 


admonition, obſerving, that many of us were fo 
aggrieved by your conduct, that they could not 


d be happy in the thought of ſitting down with 


cc you 
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te you at the table of the Lord, at the next re- 
« turn of the ordinance, unleſs you could give 
« them ſatisfaction that you really felt that affec- 
« tion for us, that eſteem for our Miniſter, and that 
« concern for our proſperity as a church, which 
« e think eſſentially requiſite to church-fellow- 


'« ſhip.” At the ſame time adding, that, if you 


* could with fincerity aſſure our brethren, who 
« would wait upon you with that letter, that your 
« heart was thus united with us, &c. we ſhould be 
« glad to walk with you in love as heretofore.” 
Can you juſtly call this harſhneſs or perſecution? 
Can you poſſibly ſay, we had no room to ſuſpect 


your attachment to miniſter or people? Or, has a 


church no right, after ſuch evidences of diſaffection 
as your conduct had exhibited, to demand of a 
member ſome contrary evidence or profeſſion? 
Surely an houſe divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand. 
And could you think us all ſuch children in under- 
ſtanding, as to be perſuaded, it was conſiſtent with 
cordial affection to us, to plan the purchaſing of a 
preaching-place, for ſuch miniſters, as would not al- 
low that we had the Goſpel, ſo long as our miniſ- 
ter maintained, that believers ought to regard the 

Moral Law as their rule of conduct ? 5 
The letter which we meant to ſend you, Mrs. 
Adams heard, but then went out, and made ſuch a 
miſrepreſentation of our deſign, as prevented your 
receiving it. You burſt into the Meeting-houſe in 
the utmoſt pallion; ; and after throwing out abuſive 
inuendo's, 
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inuendo's, and telling us you would itand by your 
ſlanderous verſes to your dying day; you declared 
you. would receive no letter into your houſe, in ſuch 
a manner, that almoſt every one underſtood you to 
refer to the letter on the table; and then you ran 
off in the ſame heat as you came in. And ſoon af. 
ter we left che meeting-houſe, the books and cu- 
ſhions were fetched away from your pew and your 
father's. Thus you voluntarily rent yourſelves 
away from our connection. 

We, nevertheleſs, have ſince ſent you an invita. 
tion to a calm conference with our officers at the 


- meeting-houſe, which propoſal was rejected. And 


ſome of our Deacons have twice waited on you at 
your own houſe, without being able to obtain any 
ſatisfaction; but rather, they were convinced of the 
greatneſs of your prejudices and diſaffection, which 
you can neither juſtify nor conceal; though you 
meanly endeavoured to evade the evidence, and 


would have perſuaded them at firſt, that the place 


now bought and licenſed, was only meant for a 


warchoule. 
Having thus convinced us that you have no fin- 


cere regard for our welfare, and that it is in vain 


to hope that you can be convinced by us of your 
miſtakes, ſo as to be in future an uſeful member of 
this ſociety ; we have been conſtrained to ſeparate 
you from it, by a regard to the honour of God, to 
our own ſelf. preſervation, and with a deſire and 


| hope that this ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, (who has 


Com- 


— 
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commanded us to withdraw ourſelves from thoſe 
who are unruly, and walk not in love) may prove 


a means of bringing you to repentance. 
1 Cor. v. 6, 7, 11. A little leaven leaveneth the 


whole lump. Purge out, therefore, the old leaven, 
&c.—the leaven of malice and wickedneſs. If any 
man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or 
covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, 


or an extortioner ; with ſuch an one, not to Keep 


company; no, not to eat. 

2 Theſſ. iii. 6. compared with 1 Theſſ. iv. 12— 
15. Rom. xvi. 17. Mark them that cauſe divi- 
ſions and offences. 

Do read theſe Scriptures; and pray to God, that 
if you have acted contrary” to _ you may be 
made ſenſible of it. 

We beg you to obſerve, that we 0 not ſeparate 


you from us, for merely abſenting yourſelf from the 


Lord's table, though we think that was wrong; nor 
merely for difference of ſentiment; though we think 
it very deſirable that church- members ſhould be 
nearly of one mind reſpecting the principal parts of 


Chriſtian doctrine, and conſider the notion you have 


newly embraced as very erroneous : but we exclude 
you from our community, as having evidently prov- 
ed yourſelf deſtitute of regard to our welfare, and 
as an enemy to our peace, who would gladly have 
cauſed diviſions among us, or have ſet up an oppo- 


| ſite intereſt, were it in your power fo to do. 


You haye charged us with partiality, but wedeny 
the 


* 


16 MR. RYLAND'S LETTER TO MR. ADAMS. 


the charge. One member, who gave ſome degree 
of countenance to the Preacher referred to before, 
does readily profeſs that regard to the Church, to 
the Miniſter, and to the Law as a rule of life, which, 
with all your cvaſions, you have refuſed to do. Nor 
can we find any evidence of his ever ſpeaking in that 
reproachful manner which you have done. We have 
not equal proof of the bitterneſs and malevolence 
of your own relations, as of yours; though their 
rending themſclves away from the place, upon our 
preſuming to admoniſh you, renders it too ſuſpi- 
eious that they are allied to you in ſpirit, as well 
as in the fleſh. Our meſſengers found your father 
much leſs bitter in his temper than yourſelf. We 
feel for him, in his advanced period of life, confider- 
ing him as chiefly led away by the prejudices of 
others. We are therefore willing to wait a while 
longer, to ſee if their minds can be ſoftened by for- 
bearance. | 

You have ſpoken of yourſelf as perſecuted for 
righteouſneſs fake. But before you can take juſt 
comfort from ſuch a conſideration, you muſt prove 
that your coνν to us, to our miniſter, and to other 
ſervants of Chriſt whom you have attempted to lam- 
| Poon, is righteous. You applied to your own caſe, 
Iſai. Ixvi. 5. But can you indeed prove, that you 
are ſuch as !remble at God's word? that you have 
much godly jealouſy of yourſelf? that you love thoſe 
parts of Scripture which tend to excite holy tremb- 


ling, a as well as thoſe that are conſolatory? We ſhall 
rejoice 
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rejoice if you can do this; though we ſhould have 
ground for ſorrow if you could prove that we hated 
you, and caſt you out for the Lord's name's ſake, or 
on account of your attachment to Chriſt, 

We ſolemnly profeſs, that we Hate you not, though 
we hate ſlander, and an unchriſtian ſpirit; and we 
hate ſentiments that really tend to Antinomianiſm, 
and to make profeſſors ſet up privilege in oppoſition 
to duty. May the Lord teach you alſo to hate theſe 
things; and to hate all ſelf-conceit, and all covet- 
ouſneſs and worldly-mindedneſs. So ſoon as we can 
ſee evidence that you hate theſe things, which we 
are ſure the Lord hates, we ſhall be glad to receive 
you in again: and whether you return to us. or not, 
ſhall be glad then to conſider ourſelves as 


Your affectionate, 
Though now your grieved Brethren, 


Signed by us, in Behalf of the whole 
Church; at our Church-meeting, 


Lord's Day, October 30, 1791. 


Joux RyLanD, Paſtor. Joux STaxrorp, 


Trnomas TRINDER, - JoRNY TvLIR, 
Joszxea DENT, Joan HALL, 
ABRAHAM ABBCTT, WILLIAM FRANKLIN, 
Tuzar-Cain MoLLomes, THOMAS Witwey, 
WILLIAM AGER, TroMas HolTram, 
joan MAN NIN, JohN CowpPe, 
WILLIAM Rupp, RNozERT Hopes, 
ROBERT Cor, WILLIAM Brown, 
CHARLES JOHNSON, THOMAS FURLAND. 
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REV. JOHN RYLAND, JUN. 


NORTHAMPTON, 
REVEREND SIR, 


Huw NG peruſed and conſidered the Letter 


that you ſent to Mr. Adams, mine hoſt; and find- 


ing myſelf frequently brought in, as © that ſtranger, 


« that miniſter, a man of ſuch a ſpirit and princi- 


« ples :”—it evidently demonſtrates you culpable, 


with reſpect to all the charges of calumny and te- 


proach which you have brought againſt, and for 


which you have excommunicated Mr. Adams. 


* When thou teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not 


„ thyſelf alſo?” As I am a party concerned, 


hope a few remarks on your ſpirit and principles 
will be no more offenſive to you, than your Letter 
is to me. We are to do as we would be done by, for 
this ts the law and the prophets, 


* 3 The 
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The gentleman that received me into his houſe at 
Northampton, is ſince that time, I find, excommu- 
nicated from your church; and his reception of me 
ſeems to be the chief cauſe of that dreadful ſentence, 
though the curſe, cauſeleſs, ſhall never come. I went 
to him, Sir, in the ſpirit of love and meekneſs, and 
you have been to him with a rod; and I have no 
doubt but, under the bleſſing of God, both will be 
of uſe to his ſoul—the former attract his affect ions 
to the Goſpel of Chriſt; and the latter raiſe an holy 
indignation againſt the doctrines and commandments 
of men; and teach him, not to ſettle his faith on 
human wiſdom, but on Divine power. | 

If you do ſincerely wiſh to meet the gentleman 
« you have cut off in the kingdom of heaven,” 
prove your wiſh to be genuine, by doing as Chriſt 
bids you: . preach the kingdom of God to him; and 
lay aſide extorting evangelical obedience to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt from the unconverted, which is not 
fighting, but a beating the air. This obſcures the 
Goſpel, it ſtarves the flock, and ſhuts up the king- 
dom of God againſt men; for the ſhepherd's labour 
is ſpent on the /erpent's ſeed, while the ſubjects of 
grace are neglected. The bleſſing, Sir, is not on 
him who preaches the evangelical duties of the un- 
converted; but, © blefſed is that ſervant whom his 
„% Loxb HATH MADE ruler over his HousnoLD, to 
give them à portion of meat in due ſeaſen.” The 
houſhold, not the unconverted, are to have the 


meat. | 
« You | 
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6 « You bring i in Mr, Adams having covenanted 
„to walk with you in church-fellowſhip, by lifting 
ce up his hand, and ſubſcribing his name. And 
« likewiſe the Church's choice of you as their 
ce paſtor, after a trial of ten years; and no apparent 
« oppoſition was made at the election.“ But pray, 
Sir, did you, at your ordination, confeſs, or make it 
the chief article of your confeſſion before the Church, 
that you ſhould ſet © the Law of Moſes before everx 


« WF - 


“ member of Chriſt, as his only rule of life and 


« conduct? and that you ſhould enforce the ever- 
laſting Goſpel as the only rule of duty for the 
© unconverted?” Or was the inſtant preaching of 
theſe things, in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, the cauſe 
of Mr. Adams joining your church at firſt? Were 
theſe things mentioned in your confeſſion of faith? 
or, was paſſive obedience and non- reſiſtance, with 
reſpect to theſe things, required of Mr. Adams at his 
admiſſion into your church? If not, who is to 
blame? If a miniſter goes from his confeſſion to 


the Church, no wonder if members go from their 


profeſſed ſubjection to him. If he departs from the 
faith, the faithful ſhould depart from him. Their 
faith is not to ſtand in his wiſdom, but in God's 
power. He has no dominion over their faith, but 
is, or ſhould be, a ſervant of the Church, and a 
fellow-helper of their joy; for by faith they ſtand. 

If you have gone into theſe things ſince your ordi- 
nation, or fince the admiſſion of Mr. Adams, you are 
B 3 <= 
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the firſt offender. You have no warrant from Chrift 


to feed the houſhold of God with buſts, nor to give 
the children s bread to dogs. If Mr. Adams exclaimed 
againſt, theſe things, he did his duty in oppoſing 
walking in craftine/s, and handling the word of God 
aeceitfully.. And, had you been Peter the apoſtle, 
you qught to have been withſtood to the face. 

A The minority muſt ſubmit to the majority.” 


True, Sir: and, when a paſtor. is going to leave the 


holy commandment delivered unto him, and to turn 
aſide to vain jangling, he generally. circulates his 
new leaven in a private way, and biaſſes the minds 


of all he can, before he brings the dregs of his heart 
out; and, if the majority ſeems againſt him, the 


church-door is often thrown open a little wider than 


common, and numbers are admitted who come to 
ſpy. out the ſaints liberty, and to bring them into 


bondage: by which means Chriſt is often turned 
out of doors; and, when he is gone, the faithful, 


by degrees, go after him; till, in proceſs of time, 

nothing is left behind but fue, the refuſe of the 

\ © harveſt. The congregation of hypocrites Hall be 
deſolate. 1 | 


* The moſt weighty charge againſt Mr. Adams, 


C is ſaid to be diſaffeFion to the paſtor.” In this, 
—F think, Mr. Ryland was the firſt aggreſſor, and is 


by far the moſt culpable. When Mr. Ryland was 
firſt choſen paſtor of that Church, he profeſſed the 


FO of a Juepherd, not a e e took 
the 
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the overſight of the flock, not of the herds, He took 
charge of the Lord's houſhold, not of the world; 

to feed the Lord's family with knowledge and un- 
derſtanding, as a paſtor after God's own heart: and, 
doubtleſs, they expected that you would have la- 
boured in the Lord's vineyard, not in the foreſt; 
that you would have preached the Goſpel to the 
faithful, not the Law; that they ſhould have had 
the word of life, not the killing letter; that you 
would» have appeared as a ſteward of the grace of 
God, not a fruſtrater of it; that you would have 
declared the whole counſel of God, not obſcured it; 
that you would have done the work of an evangeliſt, 
not of a blind watchman, or a fooliſh ſhepherd ; and 
that, like Chriſt, you would have ſought and fed the 
loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael; or, like Paul, have 
endured all things for the elect's ſake, that they might 
obtain the ſalvation which is in Chrift Jeſus, with 
eternal glory. But, inſtead of this, you appeared to 
be © zealouſly affected to the unconverted.” The 
Goſpel, from month's end to month's end, was ſet 
before the Hagarenes, as their only rule of duty; 
while the children of Zion were to bow their necks 
to the law of Moſes : the children of wrath were 
ſent to the promiſe, and the heirs of promiſe to the 
Law. And, after many had ſhewed their diſſatis- 
faction with it, and their diſapprobation o it and 
borne their proteſt againſt it; yea, and after ſome 
miniſters had borne a faithful teſtimony againſt i it, 
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you perſiſted in it; which has been a grief of mind 
and an offence to hundreds, if not to thouſands, of 
Chriſt's little ones. And what could the children 
of God gather from ſuch conduct, hut that your 
heart and affeftions were wholly alienated from the 
houſhold of faith; for you would facrifice the favour 
and affections of many minifters, and members of 
Chriſt, rather than ſuffer the Goſpel to depart, as 
the only rule, from the unconverted. If this does 
not exhibit alienation from, and diſaffection to, the 
ſaints of God, what does? I am ſure they had a 
Juſt right to conclude, as the Philiſtine did from 
the conduct of Sampſon with reſpect to his wife, 
T verily thought that thou hadft utterly hated ber, 
This concluſion they might juſtly draw. And it 
ſhews alienation from the life of God too: ** for the 
« friendſhip of the world is enmity againſt God. 
He that is the friend of the world is the enemy of 
* God;” and * he that hates Zion ſhall be deſo- 
& late.“ And ſurely he muſt be a friend to the 
world who will preach the Goſpel as the only rule 
of the unconverted. Nor can he be a friend to the 
children of the free woman who robs them of their 
bread, and brings them into bondage. What could 
ſuch ſouls ſay but this Our paſtor looks to us 
ie for his hire, but his /abour is in the houſe uf 
[te Arungers. We have got his carcaſe, but the 
ce worldlings have got his affections. He took 


"2X" charge of us, but his great concern is for the 
% unconverted.” 


DUTY OF ALL MEN TO BELI EVE. 25 


ee unconverted.” And this brings Mr. Ryland in 
culpable of the next charge which he brings againſt 
Mr. Adams; namely, that a worldly ſpirit has too 
much increaſed upon bim. For, if ſacrificing the fa- 
your and affections of God's children, by pervert- 
ing the Goſpel, to pleaſe the world, be not (in the 
worſt ſenſe) drinking into the ſpirit of the world, 
I know not what is. Paul would not give place 
for a moment, that the truth of the Goſpel might 
not continue with the Galatians; but your friends 
have ſuffered it to go out to the unconverted, and 

are contented with the Law, The next charge i 15— 

« That Mr. Adams has not attended on Prayer- 
meetings, &c.“ There is but little encourage- 
ment, Sir, to attend on the leſſer means, when the 
greater are attended with no power, no bleſſing, no 
entertainment, for the ſoul. The gentlemen that 
attended me to Northampton, who heard you, ſaid 
there was nothing but! Death in the pot:“ no power, 
no experience, no ſavour of Chriſt there: nor could 
it be expected, when Mr. Ry land had caft off bis firſt 
faith, ſlighted his charge, and in heart gone over to 
the uncircumciſed. 

« That Mr. Adams has wanted more l 
« comfort to be adminiſtered, and leſs duty to be 
« inſiſted upon,” is no more than what may be rea- 1 
ſonably expected. Becauſe little elſe had been heird 
of for ſome years, but the duty of all men (whom 


God bath concluded in undelief ) to believe the Goſpel. 
But 


L 
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But why ſhovld the conſolations of the God of all 


confort be ſtiled anguarded? Is not the COMFORTER 


able to guard his own adminiſtrations? And, as for 
inſiſting upon the evangelical duty of the uncon- 
verted, Mr. Adams muſt ſee, unleſs he is as blind 


as a bat, that ſuch doctrine had no good effect, ei- 
ther upon the ſaint, or upon the ſinner: not to the 


faint, for he was ſent to Moſes for help; nor to the 


Gnner, for he was ſent to the Phyſician before he was 


fick. Nor will God ever attend with his bleſſing, 
and his ſea}, to the converſion of any ſoul living, 
ſuch a doctrine as this; and this I ſhall attempt to 
prove. 95 | | 

e If you have left out certain truths to which 
«& Mr. Adams profeſſes an attachment, and have 
« brought in other truths of importance which he did 
& not like to be inſiſted upon;” it is plain that 
you have not kept that good thing that was com- 
mitted unto you. Certain truths, which I take to 
be the Doctrines of the Goſpel, have been left out; 
and the duty of all men to believe, which are here 
called © zruths of importance,” have been brought 


in, and ſubſtituted in their room. Then 'tis no 


wonder, if the children of God, and their affec- 
tions, go from you; as the unconverted begin to 
affect and cleave to you. But ſtill, in all this, Mr. 


' Ryland was the firſt aggreſſor: he caſt off his firſt 


confeſſion, and then wanted Mr. Adams to caſt off 
his firſt faith, He is the firſt man that ever found 
N 5 out 
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out that the Goſpel ; is a Rule for the unconverted, 
and the Law the only Rule for the ſaint. The for- 
mer is a parable in the mouth of fools; and the 
latter is liberty in irons. 

As to your inſiſting too much upon aniverſal Bo- 
lineſs, Mr. Adams might be at a loſs to know what 
you mean by the term, as I now am; for the 
Bible has no ſuch expreſſions : and, as for true holi- 
neſs, any body that has read your ſermon on the 
Promiſes of God, might eaſily diſcern, if they had 
any eyes at all, that you had very little, if any, real 
knowledge of the Spirit of Holineſs. Holineſs is 


no more univerſal than the Goſpel; but, as you have 


made it the duty of all men to believe, tis right 
that your holineſs ſhould be as extenſive as your 
rule of duty. 
A few years ago, a neighbouring miniſter pubs 
« liſhed a treatiſe on the duty of ſinners reſpecting faith 
* in Chriſt. You found that he and your own miniſter, 
« with ſome others, had once thoughtdifferently on 
« that ſubject, and that they now conſidered the duty. 
« of the unconverted as extending farther than they 
4e once conceived.” From firſt ro laſt, Mr, Ryland 
went no farther into this matter, than hinking twas 
not a matter or point of faith with him, but a point 
of thought. Should Mr. Adams wait patiently a 
few years, Mr. Ryland may, in time, come back 
to his old way of thinking again, and ſo finiſh where 
he begun; eſpecially, if God ſhould gather his 
thoughts 


the curious, the phariſaical, and the whole-hearted 
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thoughts from the extenſive latitude of the ſinner-; 
duty, and bring them into captivity to the obedience if 
Chriſt. However, let us try this doctrine which in. 
fiſts upon the © duty of all men to believe in 
= Ch,” 5 

1. This doctrine can never be eſtabliſhed 
by the practice or example of Jeſus : for though he 
called all that laboured and were heavy laden to come 
to him, and thoſe that were ſick, that were hungry, 
and thirſty, &c. yet 'tis clear that he always ſent 


enquirer, to the Law. © What is written in the Lay} 
te how readeſt thou? This do, and thou ſhalt live, If 
& thou wilt enter intolife, keep the commandments,” 
And, if they aſked © which? hereplied, © Thou ſhal 
| * not kill, Thou ſhaltnot ſteal, Thou ſhalt not commit 
ce adultery; and, honour thy father and mother.” This 
ſending them to the Law to work, is a ſufficient proof 
that Chriſt made not his Goſpel the Rule of theſe 
men's duty. Mr. Ryland and Mr. Fuller act con- 
trary to Chriſt, who is the beſt example; for 'ts | 
clear that the Saviour went a different way from 
them, in making the two tables of the Law, not the 
Goſpel, the Rule of theſe men's obedience. ; 


2. I think, with reſpect to the unconyerted, Sir | 
that you begin at the wrong end. You tell them, i 

is the duty of all men to believe; but, as faith . 

produced in the ſoul by the Spirit, and is rouge . 

: forth | into exerciſe by a ſpiritual birth, I think youll | 


 ſhoull 


the 
zit, 
1s 


0 
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ſhould tell the unconverted, that tis their duty firſt 
to beget | themſelves ; then to quicken their own 
ſouls; then to make a new heart and a new ſpirit ; 


and then, by perfect love, to caſt out fear from their 


hearts; and then their faith would work by their 
Jove. A child cannot walk before it is born, nor 
can any man walk by faith till he is born again. 
Marvel not at this: before a man can believe, he 
muſt be born again. 

3. This extorting evangelical obedience to the 
Faith from infidels ſhut up in unbelief, is a doctrine 
that cannot meet with the approbation, nor be at- 
tended with the impreſſion, of the Holy Gholt; for 
he is the Spirit of Faith, and produces faith : bur, 
by this doctrine, the unconverted are ſet to perform 
what none but the Spirit of God can effect. A man 
receives grace for the obedience of faith; but that 
which is produced by the Spirit's energy, is here 
made the carnal man's duty. Man is made the 
agent, where the Spirit is the efficient; and, can it 
be expected that the Spirit will attend with his ſeal 
a doctrine that brings no honour to him? He will 
not give his glory to another, nor his praiſe to the 
unconverted. This doctrine will never add one foul 
to the houſhold of faith. 

4. If it is the duty of all men to believe, they 
muſt believe that Jeſus died for all men; that he 
will pardon all men, and ſave all men. If they be- 
lieve not this, their faith is vain, and they are yet 

in 


* 
: 
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in their ſins; and if all men do believe this, they 
believe a lye, for the Bible affords no ſuch univer- 


{al warrant for the univerſal faith of theſe uncon- 


verted legions. I will take you one of a city, and twy 


of a family, and bring you to Zion. Were I to goto 
all the condemned criminals in the cells of Neu. 


gate, and tell them, it is their duty, one and all, to 


believe ; that the king will pardon them at the gal. 
lows, and that he will ſave them from death : ſhould 
J ſucceed with this doctrine, and bring them all to 
believe the report, I ſhould think that I had acted 


as the falſe prophets did in the days of Jeremith, 


make this people to truſt in a lye; and, when the ropes 


came to be put round their necks, they would have 


Juſt cauſe to curſe my falſe doctrine, and me alſoas 
an impoſtor and a deceiver. And if all men believe 
Mr. Ryland's doctrine, they wil! go down to the grave 
with a He in their hand; and he will appear but lit 
tle better in their ſight, when they /ift up their cis 
in bell, than I ſhould in the eyes of the above cri- 
4 when caſt off at Tyburn. 

It appears to me farther, that this Nuys of the 


| . is attended not only with very great dif- 


ficulties, but with ſome impoſſibilities; and, therefore, 


it becomes Mr. Ryland to give thoſe labourers all the 


aſſiſtance that he poſſibly can give them, becauſe 
tlie revealed will of God is point blank againſt his 


doctrine. For behold I work a work in your days, 
S the Lord) 4 erk WHICH YE SHALL IN vo 
WIS 
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WISE BELIEVE, though a man declare it unto you. Acts, 
xiii. 41. Hence it appears that they do not be- 
lieve; not only becauſe they will not, for if they 


would, it is not of bim that willeth; but they believe 


not, becauſe they cannot, and becauſe they all not. 
They could not believe, becauſe he hath blinded their 
ches, and hardened their bearts, John, xii. 37. 40. 
Hence Mr. Ryland's 24% appears more difficult than 
making bricks without firaw; for he ſays, © it is 
ce the duty of all men to 4elieve wherever the Goſ- 
ce pel comes,” what God ſays - they ſhall in xo wiss 
BELIEVE, though @ man declare it to them. Es 
6. All labour beſtowed on the goats, Sir, will 
add nothing to the houſhold of Faith. It is beſt of 
all to ſeek the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael : theſe 
ſhall moſt ſurely believe; not by enforcing the du- 
ty of all men upon them, but the power of Chriſt in 
them. As ſoon as they hear of me, they ſhall obey me. 
Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of my power. It 


is the ſheep, Sir, that muſt come for your hire in 
the great day; therefore ſeek theſe : ihe goats are the 


price of the field, but Chriſt is the price of the ſheep. 
Do as you are bid ; feed the ſheep, feed the lambs; 
the goats will never believe the Goſpel, though they 
may believe your doctrine. Ye believe not, becauſe 
Je are not of my ſheep, as Jqaid unto you, John, x. 26. 
You ſhall as ſoon change their complexion by ani- _ 
mal magnetiſm, as change their hearts with your 


| doct rine. 


7. The 
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7. The voice of the Chief Shepherd, Sir, is di- 
rected to the ſheep: © I have other ſheep, which are 
te not of this fold, and they ſhall hear my voice. 
c My ſheep do hear my voice, and follow me:“ 
but, as for the Law, the voice of that is directed to 
the unconverted. Now we know, that whatſoever 
things the Law ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under 
the Lato, Rom. iii. 19. But you fruftrate the grace 
„ God (Gal. iii. 21.) on the one hand, and are 
Partial in the Law (Mal. iii. 9.) on the other; for 
you ſet the Law before the believer, as his only rule 
of life and conduct; and the Goſpel is ſet before 
the unconverted, as their only rule of duty. The 
carnal man has got an eyangelical rule, and the heir 
of promiſę has got a legal one; the life-giving com- 
mandment 1s palmed upon the congregation of the 
dead, and the miniſtration of death is ſaddled on the 
children of the reſurrection; the believers are all 
ſent to Moſes, and the unconverted are ſent to Jeſus; 
Moſes is to have the legitimate ſons, and Chriſt is to 
have the baſtards. This turning things upſide down 
is eſteemed as potters clay. Should any perſon bring 
a company of vagrants into Mr. Ryland's houſe, 
and leave them there to claim his affection, and all 
the privileges of his own children; and at the ſame 
time carry his own offspring. into the Eaſt Indian 
- plantations, and put them under the rigorous rules 
of a negro-driver, who accuſes and whips them all 
day long ; I queſtion not but Mr. Ryland would 

| \ | be 
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be greatly incenſed at the application of his own 
doctrine! The parallel holds good: the diſtinction 
is not ſo great between Mr. Ryland and the taſk- 
maſter, the vagrants and his children, -as between 
Chriſt and Moſes, ſaints and ſinners. TH 

8. This doctrine is making Chriſt the miniſter of + 
a legal commandment, inſtead of the author of an 
_ endleſs life. It is making the Covenant of Grace, the 
myſtery of Faith, the miniſtration of the Spirit the 
better Hope, no more than a dead man's rule of 
legal duty. It is leſſening, eclipſing the glory, and 
debaſing the everlaſting Goſpel to the level of carnal 
men. This wiſdom is too high for a fool, and muſt 
never be debaſed to a level with him: it never can 
be known, but by God's ſhining into the heart, to 
« oiveus the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
« God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt.” 

9. Preaching the Law, as the only rule of the 
unconverted man's duty, is handling the Law law- 
fully, for it ſpeaks to them that are under the Law; 
and it is imitating Chriſt: and I think that if Mr. 
Ryland could, by enforcing this rule of duty, pro- 

duce love in the unconverted, it would anſwer the 
end that he aims at by his preſent doctrine, and 
would keep him from the fin of fruſtrating the grace 
of God. He legalizes the Goſpel, and makes it a 
rule of duty, (I ſuppoſe) in order to produce faith 
in the unconverted ; and, could he produce love by 
the Law, it would be the ſame, for charity believeth 


all things, | 
C 10. I thn 
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10. I think, after all Mr. Fuller's and Mr. Ry- 
land's logick is ſpent in the battle, that they never 
will be able to make the glorious Goſpel a legal rule 
of duty for. the unconverted. There is a great 
difference between Law and Goſpel, Works and 
Grace, the Letter and the Spirit; and between a 
legal Commandment and a Hfe-giving Command- 
ment. The former bids us work for life, the latter 
| bids us live: © When thou waſt in thy blood, I faid 
« wynto thee, LIVE.“ At which command the ſting 
of death flies, and life and immortality are brought 
to light. The former is of Works, and was given 
by Moſes: this latter is of Grace and Truth, and 
came by Jeſus Chriſt,” Jeſus Chriſt is ſet King on 
the holy hill of Zion; and upon that hill God com- 
manded him to give the bleſſing, even life for ever- 
more. He ſent his ſon Jeſus Chriſt to bleſs us, and 
to lay down his life for us, and to give eternal life to 
as many as the Father has given him. This command- 
ment he received from his Father; who gave him a 
commandment what he ſhould ſay, and what he ſhould 
ſpeak: and I know (ſaith the Saviour) that bis com- 
mandment is life everlaſting. He that keeps this ſay- 
ing ſhall never taſte of death. My word is ſpirit, 
c and my word is life,“ for the Spirit of Life goes 
with it; „and they that hear the voice of the Son 
e of God ſhall live.” This commandment in the 
letter of it, and a ſpeculative knowledge of it, at- 
tended with a gift of ſpeech or utterance, has been 

| | h given 
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given to many bond-ſervants, who have been {ure 
to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them; which was only verifying the truth of the pro- 
verb: and ſuch have made very little better uſe of it 
than Mr. Ryland, who makes it the legal rule of a 
dead man's duty. But as for this life- giving com- 
mandment, in the divine power of it, Jeſus will 
never truſt any man with that; for though he gave 
the word of life to the apoſtles, yet he bid them ſtay 
till they were endued with power from on high. 
The Holy Ghoſt was ſent on them, and did abide in 
them. © And he (ſaith Chriſt) ſpall not ſpeak of 
c himſelf; but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall 
e he ſpeak.” John, xvi. 13. Yea, Chriſt took up 
his abode in the hearts of his apoſtles: and, as Paul 
ſays, © Chriſt ſpeaks by me; and it is not weak, but 
mighty, in you Corinthians.” Hence it appears 
that the life-giving commandment was in the 
apoſtles mouth, but it was Chriſt that ſpoke it 
forth by his Spirit, and made them ſpeak as he gave 
them utterance, When Paul ſaid to the gaoler, 
Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 
< be ſaved, and thy houſe; Chriſt ſpoke the word 
by Paul's mouth ; faith went to the gaoler's heart 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God; be 
believed, and all his houſe, Thus the excellency of 
the power was of God, and not of Paul; and the 
ſtrength of Chriſt appeared the moſt conſpicuous in 
Paul's weakneſs, © He that heareth wWhomſoe ver 

i | | Cx | « J ſend, 
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I fend, (faith the Saviour) heareth me.“ When 
Peter ſaid, © Repent, and be converted, that your 
« ſins may be blotted out;” He that is exalted to 
give repentance to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of fins, 
ſent his Spirit and Grace with the word, to work 
repentance and converſion in his own eleft. And 
though they ſpoke the word promiſcuouſly to all, 
yet Chriſt only ſpoke it to his own. It never was 
ſent with the power of the Spirit of Faith to any but 
to his own elet; © As many as were ordained to 
eternal life, believed.” This is the life-giving 
commandment of the everlaſting God, in the mouth 
of Zion's King. But what effect has it, or what 
power attends it, from the mouth of Mr. Ryland, or 
Mr. Fuller, when they make it the rule of a dead 
man's duty ?—Juſt as much as the adjuration of the 
ſons of Sceva the Jew, when they abuſed the name 
of the Lord Jeſus, in commanding the evil ſpirit, 
who left the man, and maſtered them; and fo theſe 
labour for the unconverted, till they get into the gall 
* of bitterneſs themſelves. To make the word of eter- 
nal life, in the mouth of Chriſt, a legal rule of duty 
for a condemned criminal in chains, how diſhonour- 
able to Chriſt! how degrading to the Goſpel! and 
how confounding and diſguſtful to the children of 
God! You might juſt as well go to the gates of the 
grave, and tell the ſleeping duſt, it is their duty to 
come forth, as Lazarus did; for they are commanded. 


Jo ariſe, aud _ themſelves from the duſt. Mr. 
R 2 85 
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Ryland may juſt as well do the one as the other. 
When Chriſt ſays to the Earth, i Caſt out your dead,” 
ſhe ſhall obey his voice ; for he is the Reſurrect ion 
and the Life: and the dead ſinner ſhall never per- 
form his duty by Mr. Ryland's rule, till he hears 
the voice of the Son of God, which never attends a 
Miniſter of the Letter. | ; 
11. The grace of Faith is the Spirit's fruit: he 
produces it under his operation, and teſtifies of, and 
exhibits to the mind, the object to be believed in. 
The Spirit perſuades the mind of intereſt in that 
object, and produces the appropriating act of faith 
to make the application. Faith, the act of it, and 
the exerciſe of it, is wholly depending on, and 
owing to, the Spirit of God, who is the Spirit of 
faith. If this wind blow not on the Lord's gar- 
den, no ſpices will ever flow out grateful to Him, 
who can eat nothing but his own pleaſant fruits. 
And he that turns the myſtery of the Goſpel into a 
legal rule, and makes the above faith, in it's nature, 
act, and exerciſe, the duty of the uncircumciſed, he 
proclaims to the world at once that he never yet, 
with the heart, believed unto righteouſneſs; for he 
cannot make confeſſion with his mouth to ſalvation. 
The myſtery of faith is the late of: the Spirit, or the 
Spirit's law; and it is under his divine operations 
and influence that evangelical obedience is pro- 
duced: Bor ſervice and worſhip muſt be per- 
e formed 
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formed in the newneſs of the Spirit, and not in the 


oldneſs of the Letter, 
There is another curious quibble, and nice diſtinc- 


tion, coined and ſent out with the evangelical rule 
of the unconverted. When our London ſpouters 
firſt got hold of it, they chirped it about like ſpar- 
rows: there was ſcarcely a Maſter of Arts, that 
was a week old from the academy, but what was 
equipped with that diſtinction. Would my reader 
know what it is? Why, it is the wonderful diffe- 
rence they found out between NATURAL INABILITY 
AND MORAL INABILITY. Theſe two inabilities, 
though they ſo widely differed, yet they were al- 
ways hand in hand; and ſometimes they have been 

- handled till they have been loſt in a fog, and the 
- inability appeared entirely to reſt with the preacher, 
not having ability to tell us what he meant. If I 
may give my reader the true ſenſe of theſe two in- 
abilities, it is this—The natural and unconverted 
man is not a/e—he has no ability—or his natural 
inability is ſuch, that he cannot, without the Spirit 
of God, be obedient to Mr. Ryland's Evangelical 
Rule of Duty. Moral inability ſtands in this 
The Moral Law, or the Law of Moſes, is utterly 
unable, or it has no ability, to aſſiſt or help the be- 
liever, who flies to it as his only rule of life and 
conduct.—And now, reader, we will leave the 
words which man's wiſdom teacheth, and go to the 


words which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth; and there 
| we 
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we ſhall have both theſe inabilities together, in the 
one word weak, and the Law on one ſide, and Nature 
on the other; and we may pronounce them both 
with one breath The Law is weax through the 
<« fleſh,” Rom. viii. 3. Thus my reader ſees how 
a little learning puts a number of ſcattered quibbles 
into a ſmall bundle of common-ſenſe. This diſ- 
tinction, reader, was intended to weaken the Law, 
and give Nature the pre-eminence. Now I ſhall 
proceed to conſider a few more of the charges 
brought againſt Mr. Adams. | 

« 70% continued to maintain an intimate con- 
00 nection with a perſon excluded from this church 
ce for his abuſive treatment of our Paſtor.” I ſhall 
not juſtify the good man's abuſe. But the whole. 
offence ſprung from this: Mr. Hewet ſaid, Mr. 
Ryland did not preach the Goſpel, and that he 
could not fall in with his ſcheme; which is a truth, 
and cannot be denied. Mr. Hewet, ia ſhewing his 
utter deteſtation againſt, and oppoſing the doctrines 
before deſcribed, as advanced by Mr, Ryland, was 
right; for we are to contend for the faith, to be 
valiant for the truth, to ſtop the mouths of the 
gainſayers, to ſhun prophane and vain babblings, 
and to put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh 
men. We are nat to be filent under every perſon 
who is called a Paſtor, when he is running away 
with the key of knowledge, ſhutting up the king- 


dom of God againſt us, ſending the ark to the Phi- 
il. liſtines, 
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liſtines, and bringing Iſrael into Egypt. However, 


T have read that Jeremiah ſpoke againſt the Moſt 
High God—Thou haſt deceived me, and I was de- 
cei ved. Wilt thou be as a liar unto me, and as the 
waters that fail? And Jeſus ſays, that if. a man 
ſpeaks a word againſt the Son of Man, it ſpall be 
forgiven him. The Corinthians ſought a proof from 
Paul of Chriſt ſpeaking in him; which was not weak 
but mighty in them, Which Mr. Hewet could ne- 
ver ſay of Mr. Ryland, without belying his own 
conſcience. And as for the Galatians, they called 
Paul their enemy, for telling them the truth. But 
neither of theſe were excommunicated, or delivered 
up to Satan. But Mr. Ryland takes his ſword 
in hand, and cuts them off; when the poor and needy 


ſpeak right, in calling for the bread of their Father's 


houſe, which is ſent to the Aſſyrians. Let Mr. Ry- 
land take care that, by thus abuſing his power in the 


Goſpel, he does not bring a worſe ſword upon him- 


ſelf. 

« This man's houſe was firſt licenſed, and a Mi- 
& nifter, famous for ſmiting his fellow-ſervants with 
« an envenomed tongue, was invited to come down 
e and preach in it.” This charge is multum in 
parvo: I believe it contains all the reſt. And can 
you, Sir, blame this man? As you had ſet the 
Goſpel forth as a rule of duty for the unconverted, - 
and the Law of Moſes as the only rule of the. ſaint, 


can you blame this man for opening his doors to 
| receive 
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receive Chriſt Feſus into his houſe, ſeeing you had 
ſent him to the Hagarenes, and brought Moſes 
into the houſhold of faith in his room? Ir is a plain 
proof that your excommunication of him had no 
weight upon him; that it did not expoſe him ta 
Satan, nor make him ceaſe from well-doing; nor 
abate his affection to Chriſt, nor his attachment ta 
the truth; though he had been ſo roughly handled 
by one called a Miniſter of Jeſus. ** If you are ſo 
c charitable to Mr. Adams, as to wiſh to ſee him 
* in the kingdom of heaven; why would you wiſh 
to have the Goſpel ſhut out, either of Mr. Hewet's 
heart or houſe? I know that Chriſt: ſent me ta 
preach to his houfhold; and he that receiveth 
whomſoever Chriſt ſends, receives him: and as you 
ſhut me out of your pulpit, would you have him 
follow your bad example, by ſhutting me out of 
his houſe? Is he to follow either a Miniſter or a 
multitude to do evil? The man hath wrought a 
good work in receiving me; and they that are not 
againſt us (ſays the Saviour) are on our fide. Dio- 
trephes was no example for John; nor Mr. Ryland 
for Mr. Hewet. But, alas! this Preacher, invited 
to preach there, © is famous for ſmiting his fellow- 
e ſervants with an envenomed tongue. For my part, 
Sir, I cannot call this rote at me any better than 
ſmiting with an envenomed pen, But I do not, nor 
cannot, call any one my fellow-ſervant, in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe, unleſs he can prove his converſion to 

the 
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the faith, his call to the fellowſhip of Chriſt, 
and his call to the miniftry of the Word. All 
others appear to me to be raiſed up of Satan, by 
the ſufferance of God, to oppole the ſervants of 
Chriſt, for a trial of their fidelity and patience, and 
to perplex the feeble and ſimple of the Lord's 
| houſhold. Moreover, it ſhould be conſidered that 
J am one of thoſe ſinners whom God hath juſtified 
freely by his grace; and that, if I have ſmitten any 
ſervant, it has been either a wicked ſervant, or a 
good ſervant, for his faults, and that with the rod 
of truth: and this in obedience to the novice's own 
call; for when 516 lips enter into contention, his 
mouth calleth for ſtrokes. And this ſmiting has not 
been in vain; for though it ſeldom enters into the 
back of a fool, yet it has entered into the heart of 
many a wiſe man. And the language of a ſoul 
humbled by grace, is—Let the righteous | ſmite me, 
it ſpall be a kindneſs ; let him reprove, it fhall be an 
excellent il. None but a corner in his chair will 
call the reproof and feder of the wiſe the venom 
of the tongue. 
The licenſing of the houſe ſufficiently indi- 
« cated that it was not expected that he would be 
« received by the Miniſters of his ozwn denomina- 
ce tion any more than by ours.“ For my own part, 
Sir, I never expected it; for the diſciples of Moſes 
were always implacable enemies to Feſus Chriſt and 


his goſpel. And as for thoſe who, in their miniſtry, 
have 
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have debaſed the Princes or Lips to the level of a 
creature, it could never be expected that ſuch would 
admit a Preacher who has Chriſt formed in his 
heart, the hope of glory. But then, Sir, we can do 
as our Maſter bids us: when we are perſecuted in 
one city, we can flee to another; and when we are 
ſnut out, or caſt out of the ſynagogue, we can preach 
from houſe to houſe, where we find any that we 
judge faithful to the Lord. So that neither Mr. 
Ryland, nor Mr. Horſey, hinders the progreſs of 
the Goſpel: it proſpers in Chriſt's hands, though 
not in theirs. God wil work, and who ſhall 
let it? 
Nor can it be doubted, coats who gave 
« him the invitation.“ In this, Sir, the excom- 
municated perſon acted a better part than the Paſtor 
that cut him off; which would give any diſcerning 
perſon room to ſuſpect that he was diſmiſſed for 
ſavouring too much of Chriſt Jeſus, You know, 
the time has been when a confeſſion of Chriſt ex- 
poſed the confeſſor to the cenſure of the whole 
ſynagogue: and certain I am, that Mr, Hewet re- 
ceived Chriſt, and a ſervant of Chriſt, when you 
ſhut out both; and I think, as a fellow-ſervant, I 
have as much right to cenſure you for ſhutting me 
out, as you have to cenſure him for receiving me in. 
The Spirit of the Prophets is as much ſubject to 
the Prophets as Mr. Hewet 1s to Mr. Ryland, 15 
But his mind had been previouſly prejudiced 
BORD + by 
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te by ſlanderous inſinuations that we had not the 
« Goſpel preached in the town, only in a very im- 
perfect manner,” This, Sir, is falſe: I was not 
in the leaſt prejudiced againſt you, nor did I ever 
hear that the Goſpel was not preached in Northamp. 
ton, I doubt not, but it is at times by many good 
men; but J cannot ſay, that ever I ſaw any thing 
of young Mr. Ryland's publiſhing, that bore much 
reſemblance to the pure Goſpel, except a few verſes 
of poetry, which ſerves to contradict and condemn 
all his preſent doctrine, * 
If Mr. Hewet was excluded from your ſociety 
ff for his violent oppoſition to your miniſtry,” I 
think the man's cauſe was good. He bore the 
ſame teſtimony againſt your notions that other good 
men have done; and I have no doubt but he 
came off with the, teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
for, tho/e wwho keep the word of Chriſt's patience, Chriſt 
will keep from the hour of temptation. Mr, Hewet 
did no more than what was his duty to do, no more 
than what I ſhould have done; for I could never 
have {acrificed the foundation of my hope, and the 
teſtimony of my conſcience, to Mr. Ryland's hu- 
mour, nor ſuffered the everlaſting Goſpel to be given 
up as a Rule of duty to the unconverted, while [ 
was knocked about the head with the rod of Moſes;: 
which has been turned into a ſerpentn more than once, 
twice, or thrice. 
\ If I have been writing againſt Mr. Ryland, 
* {entor, 


corrupt the Covenant of Life aud Peace, and are par- 
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& ſenior, in defence of the pernicious notion of the 
« Law's being not a Rule of the believer's con- 


« duct;“ it ſhould have been obſerved, that Mr. 
Ryland, ſenior, had firſt been working under ground 


at my doctrine ; and that I only defended what no 
Ryland, either ſenior or junior, will ever be able to 
overthrow : and I would have Mr. Ryland take 
care how he calls the Goſpel a pernicious notion ; 
leſt, like the great doctor at Briſtol, God take away 


his ſpeech, and then his breath, 


« Nevertheleſs, you appeared as the principal. 
« encourager of is ſtranger; not only attending on 
« his preaching all the Lord's Day, to the neglect of 
« the Lord's Supper that day adminiſtered among 
« us, but receiving and entertaining him in ſuch a 
« manner as #0 other miniſter was ever entertained by 
« you.” Mr. Huntington is neither a ſtranger, 
nor a foreigner, but a fellow-citizen of the ſaints, 
and of the houſhold of God: nor was he a ſtran- 
ger to many perſons at Northampton. They knew 
the voice as ſoon as they heard it; nor do I believe 
that J was a ſtranger even to Mr. Ryland himſelf, 
for I truſt God has made me manifeſt even in his 
conſcience. And, as for a cordial reception, and 


kind entertainment, it is no more than what I ex- 
pected as a ſervant of Chriſt, who went to them 


with the bleſſings of the Goſpel of peace; for thoſe 
that honour Chriſt, he will honour. But theſe that 


tial 
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tial in the Law, God declares that he will make them 
contemptible and baſe before all people, Mal. ii. If 
the diſciples of C hriſt do not encourage a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, who will they encourage? Chriſt tells 
vou that his ſheep hear his voice, and follow him; 
but a ſtranger they will not follow, for they know 
not the voice of ſtrangers. But an ambaſſador of 
peace has a beauty even in his feer, when he brings 
the glad tidings of ſalvation. But, as for thoſe mi- 
niſters of the Letter, who travel with a budget of 
evanzelical duties for unconverted men, without the 
energy of the Spirit, the burden that they bind on 
men's ſhoulders is more grievous and more perplex- 
ing than the legal obedience of the Moral Law: 
there is neither beauty in their feet, muſick in their 
heart, nor melody in their tongue. And, the worſt 
of all is, their example and conduct is always dia- 
metrically oppoſite to all their rules, ſo that they ne- 
ver eſcape their own cenſure, nor their own ſentence, 
but condemn themſelves by condemning others, for 
they themſelves do the ſame things, as is manifeſt in Mr. 
Ryland, which I ſhal! prove; but, as the old veil is 
upon their heart, they cannot ſee their own folly; 
but thoſe who are light in the Lord, can. It hurt 
Mr. Ryland's conſcience to break bread to Mr. 
Adams, becauſe he appeared to be diſaffected to his 
miniſtry; but it never hurt his conſcience when he 
ſhut me and my Maſter out of his pulpit; though 


Chriſt ſays, © He that receiveth you, receiveth me; 
« and 
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« and he that receiveth you not, wipe the duſt from 
c your feet againſt them.” 
« He could not receive a man who ſmites 1 

« fellow-ſervants with an envenomed tongue.“ 
But the Hater who received the {ſpirit of liberty un- 
der my miniſtry, Mr. Ryland told him, that “1 
« had poiſoned him.“ He that can ſpit his venom at 
the Spirit of God, and charge his operations with 
poiſon, is a ſmiter, and a kicker too, and that in 1 the 
worlt ſenſe. 

A man of ſuch a ſpirit, and of ch prin- 
Nei 

Lou ſhould let my ſpirit and principles alone, 
Sir, until a ſpirit of diſcernment be given to you; 
for I am fully perſuaded, that a perſon who can 
make the Law of the Spirit ef Life in Chriſt Feſus 
a Rule of dead works, is too blind to judge of ſpiri- 


tual operations, or of the ſublime principles of the 


oracles of God. He can be no better judge of theſe 
things, than a blind man is of colours. © 

« If Mrs. Adams did openly ſuggeſt that there 
« was room to dread the Divine Judgment for not 
« admitting me into the pulpit,” it ſhows that the 
good woman had more reverence of God, and 
more filial fear of him, than her paſtor. Two cle- 
rical gentlemen at Briſtol treated me, without any 
cauſe, juſt as Mr. Ryland has done; but it did not 
paſs unreſented: both of them are now no more. 
Another at Lewes, in Suſſex; another at Baſing ſtoke, 
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in Hants ; another at Plymouth; and three in Lon- 


don; ated the ſame part: but they found the 
law of retaliation put into execution againſt them; 
and, as they meaſured, ſo it was meaſured to them 
again, preſſed down, ſhook together, and running over, 
If I am a ſinner ſaved, if a ſervant of : Chriſt, and 
if a Miniſter of the Goſpel, Mr. Ryland has done 
wrong, and the Lord will (by ſome trial or other) 
requite; but if I am a hypocrite, a deceiver, and 
an impoſtor, Mr. Ryland has done right, and the 
Lord's approbation ſhall attend his proceedings, 
and the light of Ryland's countenance ſhall ſhow it. 


gut a place was to be procured for the occa- 
© ſional preaching of miniſters, whoſe principles 


« would render them unacceptable at College 
« Laue. True, Sir; and ſuch a place was much 
needed at Northampton, ſeeing the Saviour is ſhut 
out of doors; and ſuch a place, bleſſed be God! is 
now procured. A man muſt have a peculiar ſet of 
principles to render his miniſtry acceptable at 
College Laue: he muſt declare that the Goſpel 
ct js the Rule of unconverted men's duty,” and that 


the Law is the Rule of a ſaint's life. This is at 


once removing all the diſtinctions that God has 


made between faint and finner, believer and infidel, 
the children of God, and the children of the devil; 
for it all lies in the one being under the Law 


and the curſe, the other under Grace and the bleſ- 
fing. This is beclouding the faint with the old 
Peil, 


Wa 
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veil, and putting the ſinner's eyes out with the glorious 
Goſpel. And what man, who has ever felt the 
plague of his own heart, who has felt his carnal 
mind to be enmity againſt God, that it is not ſub- 
ject to his Law, nor indeed can be; and who has 
felt his carnal mind, at his firſt awakening, to be of- 
fended, and even ſtumble at Chriſt; and who, af- 
ter all this, has been influenced by the Spirit of 
God, and, under his operations, has been enabled to 
believe through grace—how could. ſuch an one 
call the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus 
that has made him free, or the perfect Law of li- 
berty in his own ſoul, the © unconverted man's 
« Rule of duty;” when he knows, by an unftuous 
experience in his own heart, that it was a divine 
potwer that influenced his mind and will, to make 
bim willing : that real obedience is the loyal ſubmiſ- 
ſion and ſubjection of the 17ward or new man, not 
the old man; that his ſervice is in the zezone/s of 
the Spirit, not in the oldneſs of the letter; that his 
evorſhip is by the Spirit, and in truth, not in the fleſh, 
nor by falſe doctrine; that all graces are the ſpices 
of the Spirit's planting, and that thoſe he dormant, 
or flow out, juſt as the heavenly gales of the Spirit 
blow, or ceaſe to blow; that he is ſo far from being 
able to produce, or exerciſe Faith, that he knows not 
what to pray for, unleſs the Spirit helps his infirmi- 
ties; that the King muſt give motion to the fleſh- 
ly table of the heart, Zefore the ſpikenard can ſend forth 
the ſmell thereof that evangelical obedience is the 
„ DB.” obedience 
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_ obedience of Faith; and that the grace of Faith muſt 
be produced by the Spirit before Faith can obey; 
e for by Chriſt (ſaith Paul) we have received Grace 
e and apoſtleſpip ro the obedience of Faith,” Rom. i. 5. 
(for ſo the words ſhould be read, as they are in 
Rom. xvi. 26.) made known to all nations fer the 
obedience or Faith. 

Does not all real evangelical obedience lie in 
theſe words—The work of Faith, the labour of Love, 
and the patience of Hope, in our Lord Feſus, Chriſt, 
1 Theſſ. i. 3. Work here, as well as Obedience, is 
aſcribed to Faith ; Labour 1s aſcribed to Love; and 
Patience is aſcribed to Hope; and theſe are never 
produced by the Spirit in any perſon living, unleſs 
he be IN our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that is, unleſs he 
be in Covenant with the Lord, in the favour of the 
Lord, in union with the Lord, in the Spirir of the 
Lord, and a dweller in Chriſt by Faith, and Chriſt 
in him the hope of glory. Now, if Mr. Ryland, Mr. 
Nippon, and Mr. Fuller, will form a conjunction of 
heads, and ſhew us how infidelity is to perform this 
obedience and work of Faith, and how carnal enmity 
is to perform this labour of love, and how the pa- 
tience of hope is to be exerciſed by the hopeleſs ſin- 
ner: and all this to be done in and by the uncon- 
verted; who are ſo far from being in Chriſt, that they 
are ſaid to be without God, without Chriſt, and hav- 
ing no hope in the world—I ſay, when they. can 
do this, we mall conſider their new ſcheme a little 
| more 
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more particularly. Let them ſhew us the obedience 
that they have extorted from the unconverted, as 
well as the Rule of their duty, and then we ſhall ſee what 
mighty works have ſhewed forth themſelves in them 
by this new doctrine, and we will then endeavour to 
draw a fair line between the duty of the unconverted, 
and the obedience of Faith; and as clear a line as we 
can, between the ever/aſting Goſpel and the carnal 
man's Rule. For my part, I ſhall as ſoon expect to 
hear that College Lane in Northampton, Catterbam, 
and Carter Lane in the Borough, are met together, 
as to hear of any ſoul being converted to Chriſt by 
ſuch a doctrine. The Goſpel and the carnal heart 
are farther apart than any of the above places. Mr. 
Ryland robs both ſaint and ſinner: he robs the heir 
of promiſe, by raking away the promiſes, and ſet- 
ting him to'labour under the Law; and he robs the 
ſinner of the letter which he can /ce, and gives him 
a myſtery which he cannot e. Theſe are Mr. 
Ryland's principles, which render a man accept- 
able at College Lane; and ſure I am, that theſe are 
not the principles of ihe oracles of God; and, by the 
help of God, I will bear my teſtimony againſt them 
as long as Faith ſhall enable me to ay My Lord, 
« and my God.” 50 
But the next charge is, that I had been in- 
ce formed, previous to my coming down, that ſome 
«« at Northampton were ſtarved out, that they had 
e no food.“ I know of no ſuch information. But 
D. 2 this 
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this I muſt ſay, that when J began to ſpeak among 
them, they looked at each. other; they ſimpered, 
and ſmiled ; and ſeemed ſo eager to catch at every 
word—1t was as if they had not had a morſel of the 
Bread of Life within their lips for a twelvemonth : 
and ſeveral of them affirmed, that many of the fruzts 
and ſecelmeats were ſuch as they never had ſeen at- 
table before. And yet I knew that they were no 
other than the pleaſant fruits, net and old, that Jeſus 
has laid up at our gates, for bis well- beloved. Song, 
„„ - 

Mr. Ryland condemns . iſafeftion i in Mr. Adv; 
and yet ſtrikes at charity in me. Fervent charity, in 
the root, is love in the heart; and charity in the 
fruit, is 70 miniſter the gift received, as a good fleward 
of the manifold grace of God, 1 Peter, iv. 8, 9, 10. 
If Mr. Ryland has been fo taken up with the goats, 
as to neglect the ſheep, why ſhould he be offended 
at the Lord for ſending me to feed'them, or at me 
for my obedience ? I am commanded to feed the 

ſheep, and the lambs too; and my ſoul is willing to 

do it, whether at Northampton, or in the Boroagh 
© Either, as long as the Lord is pleaſed to furniſh me 
with paſture, which he has done in both the above 
places: and many of the ſheep have ſhewed great 
ſigus, and given ample proofs, that they are fed. 
If Mr. Ryland refuſes to preach the pure Goſpel, 
and 8 ſhoes it it out of, his pulpit; would he have others 
follow 


I 
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follow his example, and ſhut it out of their houſes? 
God forbid! 

« Surely a houſe divided againſt itſelf cannot 
« ſtand. It is true, Sir. But who began the di- 
viſion? Did you not firſt ſwerve from your own 


confeſſion of faith? Have you not owned it in this 


letter? And do not your preſent tenets contradict 
your own doctrine, in poetry, formerly printed? If 
ſo, did you not make the firſt breach ? Are you not 


firſt in the tranſgreſſion? Have you not built again 
the things which you deſtroyed, and ſo made yourſelf a. 
tranſereſſor? Galat. ii. 18. Have you not eſta- 


bliſhed Arminianiſm in your late ſermons, which 
you once demoliſhed in your hymns? And if fo, if 
you have invented a Goſpel that is Yea and Nay ; 
would you wiſh to have the Lord's children lame in 
both their feet, that they might go-halting all their. 
days after your whims and fancies ? 
While your trumpet gives an uncertain ſound, 

you muſt never expect to be followed long by any 


that are good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. Who can 


make ſtraight paths for their feet, while their leader 
cries, 'Lo here, and Lo there? What veſſel of mercy 


can make ſure his port, if he ſteers by a wander- 


ing tar? Can your followers have any aſſurance of 
their lives, while they follow a leader whoſe heart 
was never fixed? Can a Church, that cs off her 
firſt faith to follow a Preacher who has caſt off his 


firſt confeſſion, be called a wiſe women, that buildeth 


D 3 her 
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her houſe? By no means; but rather 4 fooliſh one, 
who plucketh it down with her hands, Prov. xiv. 1. 
If the hou/e is divided, who is to blame? The fault 
lies with the builder: his heart was divided againſt 
the truth, before the houſe was divided againſt MY 
or againſt itſelf. 

e Chriſt hath commanded us to withdraw our- 
* ſelves from them who are unruly, and walk not 
cc in love.” But let the ruler examine bimſfelf, 
whether he has kept open houſe like a Prince of the 
Blood Royal, who feeds the flock and rules in judg- 
ment, They that rule well, are to be accounted 
"worthy of double honour: but he that wants to make 
the faith of God's people ſtand in his wiſdom, in- 
ſtead of God's power; who calls the comforts of 
God's Spirit anguarded, the glorious liberty of the 
children of God poiſon, the miniſtry of the Spirit a 
rule of duty, and the miniſtration of death He rule 
of life; that calls the myſtery of faith a pernicious 
notion; that ſhuts the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt out of 
Chriſt's own houſe, and caſts people out of the church 
for telling the truth, and demanding the Bread of 
Life—is this a Preacher that is to make people obe- 
dient by word and deed? Surely not! * This is 
e Diotrephes all over, who would neither receive 
« John, nor thoſe that he ſent; and caſt them out 
c of the church that would receive them: and not 
ee content therewith, but prated againſt the Apoſtle 


cc with malicious words,” And will Mr. Ryland 
+ | call 
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call a Preacher of ſuch a complexion, a ruler? Or 
would he call any legal ſubject of Chriſt who re- 
fiſts ſuch a tyrant, ſuch an uſurper, ſuch a lord over 
God's heritage—an unruly perſon ? Doth Mr. Ry- 
land, when he ſends forth theſe chimeras of his own 
brain, require paſſive obedience and non- reſiſtance? 
Surely the young man is beſide himſelf! And as to 
walking in love, you could not expect that real lovers 
of Jeſus could long love you, when your affections 
ſeemed alienated from the children of Zion, and 
gone wholly over to the Hagarenes; and when you 
would perſiſt in it, even againſt the public teſti- 
mony of the Lord's Miniſters and people both, 
incurring the diſpleaſure of the juſt in behalf of the 
reprobate, and at laſt refuſe to receive Chriſt, and 
excommunicate them that would. Are the ſaints 
of God to affect a Miniſter of the Letter for ſuch 
conduct as this, when a gracious King, who was a 
ſpiritual man, was threatened with the wrath of God, 
by a faithful Prophet, for helping the ungodly, and 
loving them that hated the Lord ? As it is written— 
And Jebu, the fon of Hanani the ſeer, went out 10 
meet him; and ſaid to King Jeboſpaphat, © Shouldeſt 
&« thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the 
« Lord? Therefore is wrath upon thee from before the 
« Lord, 2 Chron. xix. 2. Worſe than this, Sir, has 
been your folly; for you have not helped the un- 
godly with the ſword of war, but with the ſword of 
the Spirit; and the Prophets have withſtood you in 

| D 4 it. 
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it. But thou haſt not humbled thine heart, nor re- 
ceived correction; and yet thou complaineſt of diſ- 
affection ſhewn to thee and thy miniſtry, when nei- 
ther thy mind nor thy doctrine is employed in be- 
half of the houſe of Iſrael, but in defence of the 
ungodly, and to help them that hate the Lord. 
Mark m which cauſe diviſions and offences 
“ among you.” In this quotation, Sir, you have 
perverted the firſt clauſe of the text to juſtify your 
miſconduct; and have left out the laſt clauſe that 
condemns yourſelf, for turning from the holy com- 
mandment delivered unto you No I beſeech you, 
brethren, mark them which cauſe diviſions and of- 
fences, contrary io the doctriue which ye have learned, 
and avoid them, Rom. xvi. 17. But is Mr. Ryland's 
preſent doctrine the dates that Paul taught? 
Did he make the work of an E vangeliſt conſiſt in 
_ deſcribing an evangelical rule for the unconverted? ' 
Did he offend the church of God to pleaſe the 
world? Did he bring the diſciples of Chriſt into 
bondage, by making. the Law their only rule of 
life? If fo, the world uſed their advocate in a very 
inhoſpitable manner. But there was nothing of. 
this doctrine in all the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt to 
Paul; and as Paul has curſed all them, whether men 
or angels, that preach any other doctrine than that 
which he preached—to be offended at Mr. Ryland's 
doctrine, and to ſeparate one's ſelf from it, and di- 
vide as much as Fu all the ef mple in Chriſt Jeſus 
from 
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from it alſo, is what Paul wiſhed to ſee in the Ga- 
latians, who were zealouſly affected to the vain 
janglers of the Law, while they aimed to exclude 
them from Chriſt, that they might affect them. 
Mr. Ryland's doctrine is the ſame as theſe Judaiſing 
Preachers was, and worſe too; for they only wanted 
the believers to go to the Law—after they had be- 
gun in the Spirit, to be made perfect by the fleſh; 
which is making the Law the perfecting rule of the 
begun work of faith. Bur Mr. Ryland makes the 
| Goſpel the legal rule of the Phariſee's duty, which 
is what theſe deceivers never once thought of; only 
Mr. Ryland is not ſo honeſt in the Law as theſe 
falſe brethren were, becauſe he docs not preface his 
doctrine with circumciſion; which Paul's fupplanters . 
always did, and which ſhould always go with the 
doctrine of the Law being the only rule of life, be- 
cauſe it binds all that ſubmit to it, to become 
debtors to fulfil the whole Law; which is the beſt 
bond, I think, that Mr. Ryland can bring to bind 
their ſouls to it. But, alas! friend Ryland aims ar 
the duty, though he omits circumciſion ; which, I 
think, is not acting the . part, even as a Mi- 
niſter of the Letter. 

«© We think it very deſireable that church mem- 
ce bers ſkould be nearly of one mind reſpecting the 
e principal part of Chriſtian doctrine.” I believe, 
Sir, that the members gf Chriſt have all e mind of 
Coriſt, and that they! ite nearly of one judgment 

reſpecting 


- 
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reſpecting truths eſſential to ſalvation: but I defy 
Mr. Ryland to produce one patriarch or prophet, or 
apoſtle or evangeliſt, divine preacher or teacher, 
paſtor or preſbyter, diſciple or believer, deacon or 
meſſenger, propheteſs or honourable woman, in all 
the book of God, Old Teſtament or New, that ever 
was of the ſame mind, the ſame judgment, of the 
ſame principles, of the ſame ſpirit, or of the ſame 
faith, with Mr. Ryland—not excluding even Dio- 
trephes himſelf. He is welcome to pick out which 
patron he likes beſt, and to ſend out his copy or ex- 
ample that he copies after, as ſoon as he pleaſes; 
and we are willing to give him an impartial read- 
ing, and to return him an ingenuous anſwer. 

% Confider the notion that you have newly em- 
« braced as very erroneous.” This doctrine, Sir, 
which you call a very erroneous notion, is a doctrine 
enforced and maintained by me; which is, that the 
Law of Moſes is not the believer's only rule of life 
and conduct: and as you are a man of learning, 
ſkilled in planning new ſchemes, and call this our 
doctrine a very erroneous notion, we take it for 
granted that you have well weighed the ſubject, and 
have condemned our errors and our notions with the 
truth of God on your fide. Then where ſhall we 
find a man ſo diſcreet and wile as thou art to ſet us 
to rights in this matter? © We appeal to Mr. Ry- 
« land;” and to Mr. Rylagg I, Bonzen we will go, 
to know— ö | 


1. Whether 


DUTY OF ALL MEN TO BELIEVE. 59 


1. Whether the Law ever had any other poꝛuer 
than to command to do for life, and to condemn to 
death for not doing? If it ever had any other 
power than the twofold authority above-mentioned, 
to ſhew us what that power is, and whereabouts in 
God's word that authority ſtands ? 

2. If it ever had (ſince the days of Chriſt) any 
commanding poder over the believer, ro DO, FROM 
LIFE; Where, in God's word, that power ſtands? 
The law and the prophets were UNTIL John; but, 
fince THAT TIME, the KINGDOM or God is preached. 

3. If the believer is under the Law, as a rule 
of life, which is doing for life, (for the Law never 
had any other power) wherein the believer (who is 
delivered from the Law) differs from him RAE 18 
under it, and under the curſe of it? | | 

4. If the believer is under the Law, as his rule 
of life, what advantage doth the believer reap from 
the Surety's perfect obedience to the precept, by the 
faith of which a man receives Juſtification unto life, 
ſeeing the debtor is ſtill under the yoke of the Þre- 
cept, to do for life? 

5. If inſiſting that we are juſtified from the 
commanding precept of the Law by the adlive obedi- 
ence of the Surety, and that we are juſtified from the 
execution of the Law's ſentence by the paſſive obedi- 
. ence, or blood of the Surety, be Antinomianiſm; 
then what is Goſpel? ſeeing the Scriptures aver, 


that he that believeth is Juſrified Freely from all things; 
from 
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from his own ungodlineſs, from the precept and 
penalty of the Law, which are the moſt material 
things that he 1s juſtified from ? 

6. If the Old Covenant be the only 040 of the 
heirs of promiſe, how we are to underſtand the pro- 
miſe of God which faith, © A New Covenant will 
« | make with the houſe of Iſrael; not according to 
« the Old—ſecing that which decayeth and waxeth 
© old is ready to vaniſh awey?” And, if it were 
ready to vaniſh away ſeventeen hundred years ago 
in the church of Chriſt, how it comes to be ſo eſſen- 
tial an article of faith in the churches of Chriſt now? 

7, How a ſoul that is © become dead to the Law 
&« by the boch of Chriſt, that it ſhould be married to 
« another; and be Law being dead to that ſoul, 
« herein he were held, that he ſhould ſerve in new- 
© neſs of ſpirit;“ can be the commanding huſband 
of this new- married widow; and the only o Rule 
of this new ſervice, in the newneſs of the Spirit? 

3. How a believer in Chriſt can be faid to be 
made free by the truth, and by his faith in the Son 
of God to be free indeed, if he is ſtill under the 
precept of the Moral Law, which is the heavieſt 
yoke in all the world? 

9. How a perſon, in the apoſtolick age, came to 
be condemned, as a ſubverter of ſouls, by the whole 
ſynod of apoſtles, for ſaying, © Te muſt be circum- 
« iſed, and keep the law of Meſes;” when theſe very 


words, for the which they were condemned, are now 
| made 
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made the firſt article in the confeſſion of faith de- 
manded by Goſpel Miniſters in the preſent day? 

10. How the law of commandments, contained in 
ordinances, that rvas againſt us, which was contrary 
to us, can be ſaid to be blotted out, and to be taken 
cut of the way, and to be nailed to the Saviour s croſs 3 
if the ſaint is ſtill under it, as his rule of life! 1 And 
if it is objected, that the Ceremonial Law is there 
meant, which allowed of a ſacrifice for tranſgreſſions 
committed againſt the Moral Law; then I anſwer, 
that the Ceremonial Law was the Goſpel of that day. 
And J aſk alſo, whether it was the Ceremonial Law 


that was agamſt them, and contrary to them, when 


it was a refuge for them to fly to in caſe of ſin? And 
aſk farther, whether it was the Ceremonial Law, 
or the miniftration of condemnation engraven upon 
tables of lone, that contained the ſentence of death? 
And, if it is granted that the Moral Law was armed 
with that ſentence, then it is clear that it was the 
Moral Law that Was againſt us, and that was con- 
trary to us, which was taken cut of the way, and nailed 
to the Saviour's croſs. If it was the Moral Law that 
curſed and condemned Chriſt, then it was that which 


was nailed to the croſs, Beſides, Paul was writing 


to the Gentile. Coloſſians when he advanced that 
point, who never were under the Ceremonial Law. 


11. If it be anſwered, the believer is not without. 


law to God ; then I reply, What law does he hold, 
ſeeing God has promiſed to write his laws in his 
heart, 
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heart, and put them into his mind? But it ſhall be 
a new covenant; not according to the covenant 
which he made with Iſrael, when he brought them 
out of the land of Egypt; which is a diſannulling 
the commandment going before. 

12. But if it be replied, that we are under the 
Law to Chriſt; then I aſk, what Jaw ? ſeeing Paul 
ſays, it is the Law of the Spirit of Life, in Chriſt 
Jeſus, that made him free from the law of ſin and 
death. And, if the Moral Law made him free from 
the law of ſin and death, how the miniſtration of 
death, engraven on tables of ſtone, came to be di- 
vided againſt itſelf? And how it came to uſurp the 
authority of delivering a criminal from it's own ſen- 
- tence, which none but a clement Sovereign, through 
the ſatisfaction of a Mediator, could do? 

13. What, Being redeemed from the Law, 
Being delivered from the Law, Being not under the 
Law, and Againſt the believer there being no Law, 
and The Law not being made for a [nate or a 
righteous man can mean? 

14. If the Law that was againſt us, and contrary 
to us, be taken out of the way, and nailed to the 
Saviour's croſs; how it came into fo great uſe in 
our days, as to be the only Rule of Life, and the 
firſt article of the Confeſſion of Faith? | 

15. I would wiſh Mr. Ryland, as an able divine, 
to be ſure to ſet us to rights in the following arduous 


taſk, which is ſct by the Mn: Paul, as it ſo plainly. 
reſpects 
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reſpects the Moral Law The Letter KILL ETH, But 
the Spirit giveth Lirk, 2 Cor. iii. 6. How the killing 
Letter can be a living Rule, while the Spirit rn 
life; ſeeing the Goſpel is called the Law of the Spirit 
of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, which makes us free from 
the Law of Sin and Death, which Paul ſays is en- 
graven on tables of ſtone? 

16. Paul adds“ Rut if the Miniſtration of Death, 
ce roritten and engraven in ſtones, was glorious, ſo 
« that the children of Iſrael could not ſtedfaſtly be- 
« hold the face of Moſes, for the glory of his coun- 
| © tenance, WHICH WAS TO. BE DONE AWAY; how 
ce ſhall not tbe Miniſtration of the Spirit be rather 
« glorious? For if the Miniſtration of Condemnation 


« be glory, much more doth the Miniſtration of 


« Righteouſneſs exceed in glory. For even that which 
« was made glorious, had no glory in this reſpecb, 
e BY REASON OF THE GLORY THAT EXCELLETH. 
« For if that which is done away was glorious, 
« MUCH MORE THAT WHICH REMAINETH IS GLO- 
c RTIOUS.“ 2 Cor. iii. 6,7, 8, 9, 10, 11. The death 
of Chriſt blotted out the commanding and condemn- 
ing power of the Law, and nailed it's twofold power 
to the croſs; it being a hand-writing, a killing letter, 


that was againſt us for ſin; and contrary to us, we be- 


ing carnal, ſold under fin. And, as for the Glory 
of the Law, that Glory is blotted out by the Glory 
that excelleth; for it had no glory in reſpect to the 
Goſpe), which brings life and immortality to light. 

| | | Fer 
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For if that which is Hons away was glorious, much 
more that which REMAINETH 75S g107!0us. 
I ſhall now conclude my Queſtions, or Queries, 
which I have drawn from the Scriptures of truth, 
And, as theſe are called pernicious Notions, Errors, 
and Antinomianiſm, I humbly ſubmit them to Mr, 
Ryland, Mr. Rippen, and Mr. Fuller, as an ever- 
laſting taſk for all the three ; contenting myſelf with 
only defending every one of them, as they are at. 
tacked, unleſs fairly overthrown by the rv of God, 
to which, I hope, he will ever give me grace to ſub- 
mit. The commands of Chriſt are quite diſtinct 
from the Moral Law, with reſpect to the perſon, and 
the office of the perſon ſpeaking; the perſons ſpoken 
to, who are his own elect; the divine power that at- 
tents his commands ; his orders, his ſayings, and 
his words, being life; and the divine aid promiſed and 
given to the evangelical ſervants who ſetve him in 
the newneſs of the Spirit. This is my Antinomian- 
iim, Sir: and I am ready to appeal to Mr. Ryland, 
whoſe tenets lead moſt to an hardened ſpirit, raih 
preſumption, and a ſcandalous profefion-——mine, 
which inſiſt on regeneration by the Spirit, and a 
walk and ſervice in the fame; union with the living 
Vine, and a courſe of evangelical obedience, under 
the dominion of ſin ſubduing Grace or Mr. Ry- 
land's doctrine, which affirms, * it is the Duty of 
« all Men to believe the Goſpel;” which leads 


men to prefume on the mercy of God, without either 
> watnels, 


DUTY OF ALL MEN TO BELIEVE. 65 


witneſs, evidence, or a claim by the Spirit of Adop- 
tion; and without the influence of Grace, by zwbich 
alone he can have acceſs ; and without real Faith, 
without which there can be no holy boldneſs. 
The unconverted ſinner, who is thus encouraged to 
put in his claim, or urge his plea, is excited to bold- 
neſs, inſolence, and raſh preſumption. For, if he 
calls God Father, it is a lye; if he calls Jeſus his 


Lord, it is the ſame, for no man can do it without 


the Holy Ghoſt ; if he calls himſelf a believer, his 
own heart condemns him; his profeſſion is only the 
ſheep-ſkin, and in heart he is an hypocrite in Zion. 
He ſubmits to a Rule which is falſely repreſented ; 
and his obedience 1s taught by the precepts of men, 
and therefore cannot be the obedience of Faith: the 
whole of his religion is without the aid of the Holy 
Ghoſt, from the beginning to the end; and therefore 
his ſubjection, ſubmiſſion, profeſſion, confeſſion, de- 
votion, and reformation, is not done as God has 
willed it to be done; and we doubt not, but there is 
the nature of ſin in the whole of it. 

« We hate ſentiments that tend to Antinomian- 
ce iſm.” Then, Sir, you muſt hate your own dec- 
trine, for that tends to nothing elſe. I defy you to 
prove, that God ever ſet his ſeal to it, or converted 
one ſoul by it ; and, as for ſuch prolelytes as you 
have made by it, they are believers deſtitute of the 
Spirit, and therefore they are Antinomians, every 
one of them, for they are ſenſual, uninſpired men. 

Sho, and 


— 
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And I know, that every profeſſor in the world that 
is not born again of the Holy Ghoſt, is, and will 
be found to be, in the great day, an Antinomian, 

And, if Mr. Ryland cannot trace his birth of Spirit 
in bis own foul's experience, nor produce his: re- 
giſter and genealogy in the Book of Life, he is an 
Antinomian in heart, practice, and principle: let 
him deny it if he can. What is a profeſſor with- 
out the grace of God—a wolf in a ſheep's ſkin, a 
mimic, a ſtage-player, a hypocrite, an impoſtor, a 
deceiver: and if theſe are not Antinomians, who 


are ? | 

We view you as an enemy to our peace,” 
It is to be feared, Sir, that your peace is not of 
the right kind; for, when God gives peace, who 
can create trouble, whether it be given to a nation, or 
to @ man only? No man can be an enemy to peace, 
who loves the truth, and the power of godlineſs; | 
peace and truth always go hand in hand, and al- 

«ways attend the pardon of fin and juſtification to- 
ward God. But theſe things Mr. Ryland knows 
-nothing about, only by the hearing of the ear, 
Chriſt does not reveal theſe things to ſervants, but 
to ſons; not to the diſciptes of Moſes: but the Di- 
vine teſtimony, the Law of Faith is always bound 
and fealed among the Lord's own diſciples. 

Mr. Adams has no reaſon to fear ſuch Excommu- 
nication as this: it is noT the rod of the Lord's 
-firength by which Mr. Ryland rules; his-crook and 
2 e 


DUTY OF ALL MEN TO BELIEVE. 67 


aff are the inſtruments of a fooliſh. ſhepherd; this 
{word was not handled by the Spirit of God; this 
| ſentence never came forth from his preſence ; this cut- 
| ting off, and ſeparating, was never eſtabliſhed, nor 
countenanced, neither by Chriſt, nor by the firſt rul- 
ers in bis church. Beſides, Mr. Ryland muſt prove 
himſelf inſpired by the Spirit of God, and that he 
holds the myſtery of Faich in a pure conſcience, 
before he can prove that he is entruſted with the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, which he could ne- 
ver do; and without theſe keys he can neither bind 
nor looſe, either in earth or in heaven. I never read 
one act in all the laws of Zion, that any child of 
God was eyer excommunicated for telling the 
truth, or for receiving a ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and a miniſter of the New Teſtament, Mr. Ry- 
land's Excommunication was eſtabliſhed by the de- 
cree of the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, in the year of our 
Lord 32, in manner and form following. They 
ce had agreed,” already, that if any did confeſs that Je- 
ſas was the Chriſt, he ſhould be put out of the ſynagogue. 
The poor blind man reſtored to fight, was the firſt 
that felt the weight, and ſuffered the ſentence of this 
Law. And it is clear, that the Saviour never paid 
the man reſtored one viſit—no, he kept his faith 
at a bay, he never ſo much as informed him who 
his benefactor was, till this ſentence of excommuni- 
cation had taken place upon him. Jeſus heard that 
they had caſt him out, and then he went after him; 

„ and, 
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and, when he had found him, he ſaid unto Bei 

« Doſt thou believe on the Son of God?” The 
poor man ſaid, © Who is he, Lord, that I might 
ce believe on him?” Jeſus ſaid, © Thou haſt both 
c ſeen him, and it is he that talketh with thee 
© now.” And he ſaid, © Lord, I believe :” and he 
worſhipped him. And Jeſus ſaid, * For judgment 
& J am come into this world, that thoſe which fee 
cc not, might ſee; and that thoſe that ſee, might 
cc be made blind.” The Lord ſuffered this Law 
to be made, and declared that it ſhould be put in 
force againſt his true diſciples. They ſhall caſt you 
te out of their ſynagogues, that you may ceaſe from 
© man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, for wherein is he 
ce tobeaccounted of? That you may not be awed by 
< the fear of man, that brings a ſnare; that you may 
ce ſhun the yoke of prieſtcraft, and the grievous bur- 
dens of the diſciples of Moſes ; that you may be- 
cc ware of the leaven of the Phariſees, which is hypo- 
ce criſy; and not be turned from the truth, by follow- 
« ing the grievouſneſs which they have preſcribed, that 
« turns the poor from his right.—* For Judgment,“ 
fays the Saviour, © I am come into this world: 

e they that have excommunicated you, are made blind; 
« they hate the light, and that's their condemnation. You 
« are enlightened to ſee and believe on the Son of God, 

<« and that's your Juſtifiontion. For Judgment J am 
<< come into this world. 


As Mr. Ryland, Mr, _ and Mr, Rippon, 
have 
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have made a decree—That the Goſpel is the rule of 
an unconverted man's duty; and as they have ad- 
mitted Moſes chief ruler in the ſynagogue, and that 
the Law is the ſaint's rule of the life of faith; that 
God miniſtereth the Spirit, works miracles, yea, 
that he works in his people both to will and to do 
by the rule of the Law ; that the Law is the rule of 
a good converſation in Chriſt; that the letter of the 
Law is the only rule of ſervice in the newneſs of the 
Spirit—they are doubtleſs, all three of them, en- 
titled to all the benefits of the aforeſaid Law of Ex- 
communication; having proved themſelves, by 
ocular demonſtration, to be the true and genuine 
_ diſciples of Moſes: and ſuch they muſt be; for I 
defy either of them to prove their converſion to the 
faith of Chriſt. Mr. Fuller as good as owns that 
„ he knew not what he believed when he began to 
« preach;” Mr. Ryland has caſt off his firſt faith 
and confeſſion ; and as for Mr. Rippon, he cannot 
bear to hear the name of a Goſpel Preacher men- 
tioned : he charged Mr. Miſnard, at his peril, ever 
to mention my name in his preſence. If the name 
of a Goſpel Miniſter be ſo odious, what a vexation - 
muſt it be to underſtand the report of the Goſpel itſelf, 
and eſpecially of it's gaining ground, ſo as to be the 
means of regeneration and converſion even to ſome 
of Mr. Rippon's old members! So, that my bonds 
are made manifeſt even in his own palace. 
As the above gentlemen are, by virtue of their 
Ex - office 


70 EXCOMMUNICATION, AND THE 


office as Miniſters of the Letter, and diſciples of 
Moſes, entitled to the benefits of the Jewiſh ſynodi- 
cal Law of Excommunication ; ſo they ſhould ob- 
ſerve the method of their proceedings againſt Anti- 
monian culprits who believe in Jeſus. When any 
of theſe criminals appeared at their bar, if the pri- 
ſoner began to give a reaſon of the hope that was in 
him, the court either ſtopped their ears, that con- 
| ſcience might not be alarmed at the tidings; or elſe 
they rent their cloaths, and drowned the priſoner's 
voice with— Away with him! away with ſuch a 
te fellow from the earth?” The poor ſhoemaker—. 
one of Mr. Rippon's members—whom God was 
pleaſed to ſet at liberty, was determined to tell all 
that feared God in that aſſembly what he had done 
for his ſoul : but, that it migbi ſpread no farther, hg 
. was not ſuffered to ſpeak. This is turning out of 
the way, and cauſing the Holy One of ifrael to ceaſe 
from before you. Go on, reverend gentlemen, till 
God makes manifeſt the counſels of your heart; and 
be ſure never to appear in court, or in Moſes's ſeat, 
or in the ſcorner's chair, without the garb and veil 
of the Jewiſh Sanhedrim. If ever they drew their 
dagger at Jeſus, or his diſciples, it was always done 
in zeal for the Law. Under this cloak the Devil 
hid his cloven- foot; and under this maſk the Prieſts 
kept poſſeſſion of the affections and conſciences of 
the ignorant. And though you are deſperate at 


Chrift, at the Power of godlineſs, and at the Mi- 
| | niſters 
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farm of the Spirit, and at the poſſeſſors of grace, 
which is a perpetual tranſgreſſing of every precept 
in the Law, yet contend for it as your only rule of 
life to the very end; for it is not them that have the 
love of God in their hearts that are eſteemed among 
the unconverted, but he that wears the cloſeſt maſk, 
and makes the greateſt noiſe about the Law. The 
Jewiſh. Prieſts, after they had crucihed Chriſt, and 
killed his followers, made a ſhift to ſtand their 
ground for no leſs than forty years, and ſupported 
themſelves and kept up their reputation among the 
people, by nothing elſe but this maſk of deception, 
zeal for the Law, and a great noiſe; and now and 
then a pretended obedience to the faith, whenever 
their noiſe and maſk failed them. I know of no 
other way, gentlemen, of keeping up your ſinking 
credit, than this: If any good man, who ſeems ra- 
ther attached to Miſnard, aſks Mr. Rippon what he 
thinks of him, let him fay that he believes he is a 
good man; if any wonder at his abſenting himſelf 
from the church, ſay, © he denies the Spirit's work;”” 
but if a gentleman writes from Northampton, to 
know how Miſnard goes on, ſend him word that 
« he is out of his mind,” Never ſtick at a lye or 
two: call the Law your rule of life, and that is 
enough. Beſides, it is the characteriſtie, not of the 
diſciples of Moſes, but of Jeſus, 20 be children that 
will not tye, ſo he was their Saviour. The Law, as 
uu only rule, gentlemen, will anſwer the ſame 

| Ka 3 
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purpoſe to you, as the Shield of Faith does to the 
Chriſtian; you may turn it every way, and every way 
you turn it proſpereth: turn it to the Formaliſt, 
you. have his approbation; to the Phariſee, you have 
him; to the Worldling, he cannot gainſay it; to 
the Hypocrite, and he muſt ſtand forth for the Law, 
being conſcious that Grace has done nothing for him. 
And who can expect a man to praiſe a bridge that 
never bore him up, nor bore him over? But there 
is one thing, gentlemen, that I would wiſh to ſtir up 
your pure minds about, by way of remembrance, 
. which is this: You muſt know, that it is impoſſible 
that your doctrine can paſs current, or that your 
tottering reputation can ſtand, or that you can con- 
ceal yourſelves under your preſent maſk, however 
cloſely fixed, ſo as to be had in honour before the . 
children of light : theſe will, ſooner or later, ſee 
through you, wear what maſk: you may; therefore 
be as wiſe as ſerpents here, Be ſure to rebel againſt 
every ray of light that may ſhine in your houſe; for 
you cannot perform your enterprize, unleſs tbe zwhole 
houſe be full of darkneſs: therefore cut at every ap- 
| pearance, either of power, light, life, or truth. You- 
are conſcious to yourſelves, and have made it ap- 
pear publicly, that you do not hold the myſtery of 
Faith in a pure conſcience ; conſequently, you can- 
not receive that honour that cometh from God only: 
therefore you muſt receive honour one of another ; 
and compare yourlelves with yourſelves, and among 

| yourlclves, 
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yourſelves, and ſo prop one another's conſcience and 
countenance up as well as you can. And whenever 
any thing divine appears, cut at it; if any glorious 
truth is mentioned, call it Antimonianiſm; if the 
power of the Spirit, call it poiſon ; if any thing of 
the life of faith, on Chriſt's fulneſs, call it licentiouſ- 
neſs. If any Preacher ſhould riſe, and declare that 
the kingdom of God ſtands in power, call it delu- 
fion ; if he draws any lines between believers and 
infidels, or ſeparates the vile from the precious, call 
him a ſchiſmatie; if he enforces the operations of 
the Spirit, call him an enthuſiaſt; if he mentions 
what God has done for his own ſoul, call it preach- 
ing himſelf; if he contends earneſtly for the faith, 
call it making void the Law; if he zealouſly op- 
poſes and expoſes hypocriſy and hypocrites, call it 
ſpleen, rancour, malice, and bitterneſs; if he dives 
deep into the myſtery of faith, call him a myſtic; if 
he reproves and rebukes, call it ſmiting his fellow- 
ſervants with an envenomed tongue. And J aſſure 
you, gentlemen, that your ſteady obſervance of all 
theſe rules will be found to be little enough, either 
to keep your countenance and credit up, or to level 
the reputation of a-man of God ; ſecing God is the 
ſhield of his ſervants, and artiſice is yours. Further- 
more, you muſt keep a ſteady look-out, and a jea- 
lous eye over the members of your ſociety : for if 
any of them get but a foretaſte of the, powers of the 
world to come, or ſhould feel but the leaſt beam of 
| real 
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real ſpiritual joy or comfort, it will be a difficult 
matter to ſet them down contented in their ſhackles 
again. And not only ſo, but every one thus infected 
will run with tidings, and ſpread the growing in- 
fection; and, by means of theſe, he laſt error ſpall 
be worſe than the firſt. When any are thus influ- 
enced, let your ſermons ' be pointed and perſonal ; 
cut at them; diſcharge every arrow of your quiver 
at them; and be ſure to bring forth the Law; for 
Paul ſays, the veil is upon their heart in reading the 
Old Teſtament. This 1s the only way to blindfold 
them ; and, then you may make them grind 1n the 
priſon, make ſport for the Philiſtines, or do what 
you pleaſe. But, if they remain incurable, hunt 
them with meſſenger after meſſenger, cenſure after 
cenſure; and call meeting upon meeting, and make 

new laws. And be ſure to make the Law of Moſes 
the firſt article in your Confeſſion of Faith : this will 
. anſwer the ſame end as circumciſion; it will bind 
them to the obſervance of the whole Law, keep 
them from Grace, bring them to a refuſal of the 


Goſpel, a denial of Chriſt, and Chriſt ſhall profit | 


them nothing. And, .if | you cannot make them 
obedient to all this by word and deed, then threaten 
them with cutting off; with the dreadful ſentence 
of excommunication, which delivers them up to 
Satan himſelf ; and repreſent this in ſuch a dreadful 
point of light, as to frighten them out of their faith, 
reaſon, and ſenſes; and by this means you will em- 

| bitter 
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bitter their lives with hard bondage, till in time they _ 


will get ſeaſoned to the yoke; and, like Iſſachar, 
they will couch down between two burdens, and become 
ſervants to tribute. And, in all your diſcourſes, be 
ſure to enforce the Goſpel as the only rule of duty 
for the unconverted; and by this means you will 
bring numbers of hypocrites to be obedient to the 
faith, which will enable you to keep a majority. Bur 
as for the ſaints, if you have any, bring the Law 
forth to them as their only rule of life; and by this 
means you will obſcure or blind their eyes, which 
will ſerve to break down the middle wall of par- 
tition between the ele& and the reprobate. You 
muſt build up the hypocrite with the Promiſe, and 
knock down the ſaint with the Law; and this will 
make them appear nearly of one complexion. Ex- 
COMMUNICATION muſt be your laſt engine: dreſs this 
up (as coming from you) with all the terrors and 
dreadful conſequences that imagination can paint, 
or eloquence deſcribe—that nothing but poverty 
and beggary, deſpair and deſtruction, tribulation and 
anguiſh, death and damnation, can follow this ſen- 
tence from your mouths. Repreſent it ten thou- 
ſand fold worſe than the fabled ſhades of Pluto, the 
endleſs entanglements of Limbo, or the fancied 
abyſs of Purgatory.” Repreſent a perſon under your 
cenſure in a worſe labyrinth than the Crown Office, 
the Spiritual Court, or the Spaniſh Inquiſition; and 
hence you will appear more formidable in words 

than 
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than thouſands in arms. And as you all know that 
the ſpiritual ſword of God was never put into the 
hand of your faith, for yours is the faith of the 
world, not of God's ele&; and as you muſt know 
that the keys of the kingdom of heaven never were 
committed to your truſt; ſo it is impoſſible that the 
wrath of God, or a delivering up into the hands of 
Satan, ſhould ſecond your motion, or ſucceed your 
ſentence of excommunication. If any obſerver 
ſhould watch the hand of God toward your de- 
linquent, and ſee that nothing dreadful follows, as it 
did on the inceſtuous perſon; you mult, on ſuch occa- 
fions, and in ſuch caſes, in order to keep up your 
credit, and to make people believe that a divine 
power is ſtill inveſted in your hands; you muſt ſay, 
as you did of Mr. Miſnard, © that he is out of his 
% mind;” though he fits at Jehovah's feet cloathed, 
and much more in his ſenſes than ever his Paſtor 
A Ea 
Moreover, there is a ſet of people, a ſmall num- 
ber, a little flock, ſomewhat like Jacob's ſpangled 
cattle, who will be a peſt to you, do what you will. 
They are a ſet of beings that go altogether by feel- 
ing; they are neither charmed with enchantment, nor 
cheered with oratory. There is but one branch of de- 
ception that deceives them, and that is, moving the 
_ paſſions: however, this will not do long; no longer 
than while you can make them weep with you; the 
firſt time that your inſtrument fails of motion on the 
1 | affections 
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affections of nature, it is all over. However, theſe 
are in the general a ſet of poor creatures; their ſub- 
ſcriptions amount to a mere nothing: it is like the 
« graſs upon the houſe- top, wherewith the mower 
ce filleth not his hand, nor 1 that bindeth ſheaves 
« his boſom.” 

But again; whatever is at; in College Lane, 
ane a bit at a time, to Carter Lane; do nothing 
without a conjunction of heads. Let hand join in 
hand, in the multitude of counſellors is ſafety; and 
you will find the whole confederacy little enough to 
keep conſcience and countenance upon their legs; 
for, although a majority carries the point in every 
ſociety among them, as you aſſert, yet trutb always 
carries it with God, conſcience, and all good men. 
« The ten tribes of Iſrael” had by far the majo- 
rity, at their revolt; * but Judah is ſaid to rule 
« with God, and to be faithful with the ſaints,” 
Hence you may ſee, that a majority ought to be an 
hundred to one, where the God of Truth is againſt 
them. Once more, and then to conclude. Be aſ- 
ſured of this, that if a miniſter be not born again; 
if he has no aſſurance of his life, nor at a point in 
his doctrine; if he be not a 'miniſter of the Spirit, 
an evangeliſt; if he do not hold the myſtery of Faith, 
(as once delivered to the ſaints) in a pure con- 
ſcience; if the Spirit, power, and the preſence of 
God, doth not attend him and his miniſtry; if he 
dath not declare the whole counſel of God, and 

ſtand 
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78  EXCOMMUNICATION, AND THE 


ſtand faſt in the doctrine of Chriſt ; and if his church 
be not members of Chriſt's body myſtical, in union 
with him, alive to him, and ſound in the faith of 
him; to be ſeparated, to be cut off, to be excom- 
municated, from ſuch a miniſtry, and from ſuch a 
church, is a bleſſing inſtead of a curſe, and meets 
with the approbation of God inſtead of his diſplea- 


ſure, For you muſt know, that a ſeparation from a 


preacher deſerted of God, can be attended with no 
more dreadful confequences than the departure of 
Samuel from Saul, when God had rejected him. Thus 
far I have advertiſed you, and thus you will, in all 


probability, proceed. Yea, ye cannot proceed any 


other way, unleſs the grace of God ſhould change 


your hearts, which there is little hope of at preſent. 


« Ye have kindled a fire, and ye have compaſſed your- 
<« ſelves about with ſparks. Walk in the light of your 
«* fire, and in the ſparks which ye have kindled. But 
« this,” ſays God, © ye ſhall have at my hand : 
« ye ſhall lie down 1n ſorrow.” 


WILLIAM HUNTINGTON. 


P.S. To 


DUTY OF ALL MEN TO BELIEVE. 79 


* 


P. S. To cenſure, cut off, or excommunicate, a ſubject of 


Grace, who is ſound in the faith, and who loves and con- 
tends for the truth as it is in Jeſus, without any charge of 
ſcandal in life, or error in principle, brought againſt him, is 
excommunicating Chriſt himſelf. Such proceedings are 
not agreeable to God's word, they are not allowable by 
the laws of Zion: the ſentence comes not forth from 

God's preſence ; nor does God's diſpleaſure follow upon 
ſuch partial judgment. The proceſs is againſt the truth; 
and ſprings from a love to ſelf, a zeal to be had in honour, 


and raging jealouſy againſt the power of God attending 


| ſuppoſed rivals. Mr, Adams may enjoy as good a con- 


ſcience before his tribunal as Paul did before Felix, when © 


the ſuppoſed culprit, undaunted, reaſoned of righteouſneſs, 
&c. while the unjuſt judge trembled. The foul that will 


ſtand faſt in the teſtimony of God, and not be moved 


away from the hope of the Goſpel, muſt ſeparate himſelf 
from every falſe Paſtor, and from falfe doctrine, that he 
may enjoy the rb of God; and he that abides by ſuch 
a Paſtor and doctrine, has the 1:tneſs of men.—That my 
reader may ſee what is called Mr. Adams's Lamentat:on, 
which he publiſhed, and which gave the firſt offence, and 
which is pregnant with reproaches, ſlander, &c. as Mr, 
Ryland aſſerts, I ſhall here inſert the whole of it verbatim 
as it ſtands, 


THE. 
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THE LAMEN TATION. 


1 | | "AIN is the preaching now we hear, 
: No comfort can we find, 


: He Chiilt all our hope, is now forgot 
| A Friend ſo great and kind. 


What harm has our dear IESus done, 
That we ſhould be afraid 

3 To look to him for all we want 

= And there our minds be ſtaid. 


L Look to yourſelves the preachers cry 
5 And cleanſe your hearts from ſin, 
Why will ye, O why will ye die, 
Waſh ye and be ye clean. 
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For *tis your wicked hearts alone 
That keep you from the Lord 
Come then and mould your hearts anew, 
Believe yein his Word. 
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Thus do our modern Teachers cry, 
All wiſe in their conceit, 
But ah alas where will it end 
In vile free will complete. 


Calvin the Champion's laid aſide, 
Free Grace is trodden down, 
And now we ſee Arminian pride, 

In Pulpits wear the crown. 
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If any now declare for grace, 

He's Antinomian call'd, 
And jealous now on him tliey look, 
As if by ſin enthrall'd. 


Herod and Pilate now are friends, 
Since Chriſt rejected is, 
Rome will rejoice to hear the News, 


Twill be her joy and bliſs. 


Weſtly and Sellon too will ſing 
To ſee their cauſe extend, 

Vot'ries for Calvin what are you 
Becoming now a friend. 


The comforts of the Goſpel now, 
They are afraid to name, 
But urge the duties of the Law, 
With ardent love and flame. 


Behold the Conſequence ariſe 
God's children are caſt down, 
While free will pride's exalted high 
And made to wear the crown. 


Proclaim it not in Gath around, 
Nor yet in Aſkelon, 


Why ſhould the uncircumcis'd rejoice, 
While God's own people mourn, 


Why ſhould old Dagon be ſet up, 
The pride of man reſtor'd ? 


Satan his Kingdom be advanc'd, 
And ſo reje& God's Word. 
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Do not we ſee Iniquity, 
In ev'ry place abound, . 

While Godlineſs is very ſcarce, F 5 3 
And hardly to be found. 


6 ug; 


Some happy periods there have been, * | 
When Engliſh Pulpits rung, 

With ſounds of Rich and matchleſs grace, 
On ev'ry Preacher's Tongue, 


They were the golden, Happy, days 3 


As in King Edward's Time, 
Elizabeth, and James's, too, 
Religion then did ſhine. 


All free-will men were then afraid, 
To ſpeak their errors out, 

Nor dare they ſhew their guilty head, 

To ſpread their Tares about. 


Yea in thoſe Times ſo few they were 
One Caſtle would them hold, | 

But, ah how chang'd the preſent ſcene / 
What ſwarms we now behold, | 


In Churches and in Mectings too, 
Their names are Legion grown, 
Tis faſniꝰnable now become, 
To * the Doctrines down. 


That man has pow'r to turn to God, 
There's many now will ſay, 

That it depends on his free will, 
To give the yea, or nay, h 


Thus 


( 
Thus Rich and Free and Sov'reign n | 
Is now cry'd down amain, 


By many Preachers of our Day, 
Which gives the godly pain. 


Some who for Calvin once were warm, 
Now on him turn their back, 
And ſeem inclin'd as if they'd join 
Wich the vile Romiſh pack. 


How is the gold with them turn'd dim! 
How is the fine gold chang'd, 
Where is their boaſt in Chriſt alone, 
How is their heart eſtrang'd. 


What tho? in ev'ry Age, and Place, 
Deſerters there will be, 

Yet God will ſtill preſerve his meeps - 
Throughout Eternity. | 


From all the craft of ſubtle men, 
He will protect his fold, 

His Choſen know his lovely voice, 1 
From ev'ry Error bold. 


Nor ſhall Arminian arguments, 
O*ercome the child of Gos, 
For Chriſt will keep his ranſom'd flock, 


The purchaſe of his Blood. 


O may our God in glory riſe, 
All Errors ſoon diſpel ; 

Which on his Zion heavy hangs, 
Unto their native hell. 


Then 
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ejoice, 


And eye to eye ſhall ſee, 


Then will his choſen all r 
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